
HOW TO SOLVE A CRIME:
REPORT IT TO THE
POLICE
I apparently wasn’t clear enough about the
alleged assault on Steven Crowder on Tuesday to
be understood by the people sent over by the
right wing noise machine. So let me try to say
it very simply.

If Crowder was assaulted, by all means let’s
prosecute the assailant.

My post was intended as a warning that naive
local journalists should not rely exclusively on
videos from people who have a history of
creating firestorms around heavily edited videos
launched through Drudge to Fox. There is a long
history of James O’Keefe associates just doing
that. If the right wants to report events with
any credibility, they’d be well served to avoid
that route.

A number of people–including the NYT–have
exposed why Crowder’s original video was
problematic.

Unfortunately for Mr. Crowder, a look at
the video broadcast on the Sean Hannity
show appears to show quite clearly that
he left out an important section of the
footage when he put together his edit. A
section of the Fox News
broadcast preserved by the Web site
Mediaite shows that Mr. Hannity’s
producers at Fox News started the clip
five seconds earlier than Mr. Crowder
did. What the extra footage reveals is
the man who punched Mr. Crowder being
knocked to the ground seconds before and
then getting up and taking a swing at
the comedian.

But aside from the obvious editing in the
Crowder video–possibly hiding that the punch was
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not the first event in the altercation–I pointed
out that Crowder didn’t report the event to any
of the 350 cops who were brought in to make sure
something like this didn’t happen.

Unlike most of the people engaging in this, I’m
a MI taxpayer. Which means I paid my share of
the reported $25,000 an hour (which would add up
to something like $300,000 for the day) to make
sure we had 350 out of town cops on site to
prevent violence.

And yet Crowder chose not to report his alleged
assault to those 350 cops.

That’s the other reason–aside from the obvious
heavy edits–why I don’t immediately accept
Crowder’s story. Why, when taxpayers like me
paid good money to make sure this event was
heavily patrolled, would you go and edit a video
(possibly–though I haven’t been able to confirm
the time of the alleged attack–for up to 3
hours) rather than tell the cops?

Why would you let the crime scene grow cold?

Why wouldn’t you report the crime immediately to
make sure you could prosecute the alleged
assailant?

This is basic law enforcement stuff. But as a
Michigander, I’m rather offended by the right
wingers who suggest I should be happy that
Crowder wasted the money we spent on cops.

We have cops. Their job is to solve crimes.
Crowder alleges a crime was committed. Yet (last
I heard–he didn’t respond to my question about
this) he didn’t even talk to the neutral
arbiters about his side of the story.

That suggests, to me at least, he’s not very
interested in neutral fact-finding about what
occurred.

 


