
JOHN BRENNAN
DECIMATES THE LOGIC
OF DRONE PROGRAM
John Brennan will be confirmed as CIA Director.

But along the way he has utterly decimated the
drone program’s legitimacy.

Twice in his confirmation hearing, he insisted
he was not a lawyer. Most notably, Carl Levin
went to some length to try to get Brennan to
admit waterboarding was torture. Brennan said
that he thought it was reprehensible, but he
repeatedly stopped short of saying it was
torture because “I’m not a lawyer.” Over and
over again, he is not a lawyer.

He is, however, almost certainly, the “informed,
high-level official of the US government who
[determines] that the targeted individual poses
an imminent threat of violent attack against the
United States.” That person not only determines
whether capture would be “feasible” and what
“imminent” means. But he decides whether killing
the person would be “consistent with law of war
principles.”

In other words, this man, who can’t (or refuses
to) say whether waterboarding is torture because
he is not a lawyer, is entrusted every Tuesday
to make far more difficult legal decisions, both
on the subjective feasible and imminent
questions, but also on specific international
laws.

In other words, according to the guy who has
been acting as judge and jury for the last four
years, the guy who has been acting as judge and
jury is completely incompetent to act as judge
and jury.
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