IMRAN KHAN'’S PTI
PARTY RETALIATES FOR
DRONE STRIKE, OUTS
ISLAMABAD CIA
STATION CHIEF

Recall that back on November 21, John Brennan
allowed the CIA to carry out a drone strike that
hit a settled area of Pakistan rather than the
tribal areas where most strikes occur. I noted
that by striking within the province governed by
former cricket star Imran Khan's PTI party,
Brennan was setting himself up for some
significant blowback.

Today, less than one week after the drone
strike, that blowback has hit hurricane force.
From The Guardian:

The political party led by the former
cricket star Imran Khan claims to have
blown the cover of the CIA‘s most senior
officer in Pakistan as part of an
increasingly high-stakes campaign
against US drone strikes.

The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party
named a man it claimed was head of the
CIA station in Islamabad in a letter to
police demanding he be nominated as one
of the people responsible for a drone
strike on 21 November, which killed five
militants including senior commanders of
the Haggani Network.

John Brennan, the CIA director, was also
nominated as an “accused person” for
murder and “waging war against
Pakistan”.

Recall that another station chief was outed in
2010, also in response to a drone strike. He
left the country very quickly. If you insist on
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knowing the name that was revealed, this article
mentions it, but the name strikes me as more of
a cover name than a real name.

The document that names John Brennan and the
Islamabad station chief is an FIR, or First
Information Report. Here is how those reports
work in Pakistan:

First Information Report (FIR) is a
written document prepared by the police
when they receive information about the
commission of a cognizable offence. It
is a report of information that reaches
the police first in point of time and
that is why it is called the First
Information Report. It is generally a
complaint lodged with the police by the
victim of a cognizable offence or by
someone on his/her behalf. Anyone can
report the commission of a cognizable
offence either orally or in writing to
the police. Even a telephonic message
can be treated as an FIR. It is a duty
of police to register FIR without any
delay or excuses. Non-registration of
FIR is an offence and can be a ground
for disciplinary action against the
concerned police officer.

/snip/

A cognizable offence is one in which the
police may arrest a person without
warrant. They are authorized to start
investigation into a cognizable case on
their own and do not require any orders
from the court to do so.

In the FIR, PTI officials are claiming that the
station chief does not have diplomatic immunity
and should be blocked from exiting the country.
I wonder if John Kerry is going to have to make
another surreptitious pick-up like the one he
did when he spirited out of Pakistan the
unidentified driver who killed a pedestrian on
his failed mission to rescue Raymond Davis
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before his arrest in Lahore.

Khan’s party also has been attempting to shut
down NATO supply vehicles passing through Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province, but they have not been
very successful in that regard. Returning to the
Guardian article:

Khan responded with a massive rally in
the provincial capital of Peshawar and
ordered PTI activists to block vehicles
carrying supplies to Nato troops in
Afghanistan.

However, party workers have struggled to
identify Nato cargo amid all the sealed
containers plying the roads to
Afghanistan. The exercise has received
no support from the national government
and the police have tried to stop PTI
workers blocking lorries.

There also are reports of arrests for damaging
shipping containers on trucks and attacking
drivers.

Khan has clearly upped the stakes in his battle
with Brennan. How will Brennan respond? At a
bare minimum, more drone strikes in the province
seem like a pretty safe bet.
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