
SHORTER DIFI: THE
TORTURE REPORT
STARTED IN RESPONSE
TO MICHAEL HAYDEN’S
LIE
I gotta hand it to Dianne Feinstein: the closest
she comes to calling Michael Hayden a shriveled
impotent old man in response to his suggestions
she’s a hysterical female is when (at 6 minutes)
she says calling women emotional is “an old male
fallback position.”

Far more interesting, though, is the description
she offers for the genesis of the report. It
arose in response to Hayden’s damage control
after CIA’s destruction of the torture tapes
became public.

In December [2007]–the 11th–Director
Hayden appeared before our committee and
said he would allow members and/or staff
to review operational cables which he
said were just as good.

[snip]

The genesis of the report was back with
the videotape and back under then
Chairman Rockefeller, who assigned
staff, staff studied the operational
cables, came back, reported to us, we
took a look at that and said — both
sides — we should move ahead and do a
full study.

And while she doesn’t say it, she makes clear
that Hayden lied in this damage control, when he
said the “operational cables were just as good”
as the torture tapes.

He can’t know that.

The backup to the CIA IG Report, after all, is

https://www.emptywheel.net/2014/04/08/shorter-difi-the-torture-report-started-in-response-to-michael-haydens-lie/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2014/04/08/shorter-difi-the-torture-report-started-in-response-to-michael-haydens-lie/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2014/04/08/shorter-difi-the-torture-report-started-in-response-to-michael-haydens-lie/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2014/04/08/shorter-difi-the-torture-report-started-in-response-to-michael-haydens-lie/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2014/04/08/shorter-difi-the-torture-report-started-in-response-to-michael-haydens-lie/
http://www.emptywheel.net/2010/04/16/cias-lawyer-did-not-record-destroyed-tapes/


that the even by the time CIA’s Office of
General Counsel decided to destroy the tapes,
they had been damaged.

[Redacted] for many of the tapes one 1/2
or 3/4 of the tape “there was nothing.”
[Redacted] on some tapes it was apparent
that the VCR had been turned off and
then turned back on right away.
[Redacted] on other tapes the video
quality was poor and on others the tape
had been reused (taped over) or not
recorded at all. [Redacted] The label on
some tapes read “interrogation session,”
but when viewed there was just snow.
[Redaction] did not make note of this in
[redaction] report. [Redaction]
estimated that “half a dozen” videotapes
had been taped over or were “snowy.”

And at least one torture session, including
waterboarding, was not captured on the tapes at
all.

OIG compared the videotapes to logs and
cables and identified a 21-hour period
of time” which included two waterboard
sessions” that was not captured on the
videotapes.

That’s important because the IG also found that
the waterboarding depicted in the videos that
remained undamaged didn’t comply with the
guidelines laid out by DOJ. In other words,
there’s very good reason to believe that the
tapes got destroyed, in part, because they
showed CIA exceeding the legal limits laid out
by DOJ.

To make things worse, Rockefeller had requested
the torture tapes in the weeks before they got
destroyed.

So I can imagine how Hayden’s bullshit line
about the cables being just as good as the
torture tapes withheld from Rockefeller might
launch an investigation.
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Michael Hayden has only himself to blame for
this report.


