
CRIMINAL DOCKET TALK
Another week, another series of missteps and
embarrassment for the National Felon League.
More facts surface showing Adrian Peterson to be
a backwards horrible human, the Cardinals’
Jonathan Dwyer is charged with felony assault
for head butting his wife and breaking her nose
and Roger Goodell held a news conference
yesterday where he came off as even a bigger
dissembling jackass than he seemed before.

Lost, at least somewhat, in the relentless
shuffle of negativity surrounding the NFL were
significant developments in the Ray Rice case
that set everything off to start with. As an
excellent report by ESPN’s Outside The Lines
lays out, both the Baltimore Ravens and the NFL
knew everything about the Rice incident
immediately and colluded to minimize the impact
on Rice. From the New York Daily News:

According to the ESPN report, the
Ravens’ director of security, Darren
Sanders, was made aware of the inside-
the-elevator video just hours after Rice
clocked his then-fiancée, Janay Palmer,
at the now-closed Revel Hotel and Casino
in Atlantic City in mid-February.
Sanders, according to the report, had
reached out to an Atlantic City police
officer, who described in detail what
transpires in the elevator video.
Sanders then conveyed the information to
Ravens executives, according to ESPN,
although the report does not name which
individuals Sanders contacted.

The report describes how Ravens owner
Steve Bisciotti, team president Dick
Cass and GM Ozzie Newsome worked behind
the scenes to try to have their star
running back get off with a lenient
punishment. According to ESPN, the three
men campaigned with prosecutors in
Atlantic City — where Rice was charged
with assault — as well as with Goodell,
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since he would mete out punishment for
Rice, and with organizational personnel.

The full NYDN article linked above is worth a
read, and the long form detailed ESPN OTL
article is chock full of further details and a
tick tock from the night of the incident through
the present day. Literally the only person who
seems to have consistently been honest in this
mess is Ray Rice. As I said in last week’s Trash
Talk, I think he has a pretty good chance in his
appeal with the league and the Ravens over his
suspension in light of the Article 46 §4 single
penalty clause. The Players’ Union formally
noticed that appeal last Tuesday, and it is
supposed to be heard within ten days.

Hey, it is not just the NFL that is chock full
of criminals, the NBA has them too! Rex Chapman,
former sharp shooting guard for the Bullets and
Suns, and former NBA team executive, just got
arrested for shoplifting $14,000 (yes,
$14,000!!) of Apple products in Scottsdale. Oh,
and career criminal Jameis Winston is in trouble
again.

Welp, in addition to all the criminal docket
activity, there is purportedly actual football
to be played. It seems kind of secondary any
more.

The Florida Gators are in Tuscaloosa and look
ripe to get rolled by the Tide. I actually think
the BYU and Virginia game may be decent. Don’t
sleep on the Cougars, they have a good team and
a favorable schedule this year. They are capable
of going undefeated, but the Cavaliers will be a
test. FSU may not have Career Criminal Winton at
QB, but they should have enough at home to get
past Clemson. Mississippi State could be a tough
matchup for LSU.

The big game in the National Felon League is, of
course, the rematch of the Super Bowl when
Peyton and the Broncs meet the Seasquawks in
Seattle. This game will be a lot closer that the
SB was; I rate it a toss up, but would not be
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surprised if Peyton pulls off the win. The
surprising Bills host the Chargers in an early
game that should be pretty interesting. The
Packers are in Detroit. Both teams are 1-1 and
need the win. As much as I hate to say it, I
think Detroit is the better team right now, and
it will show. But Aaron Rodgers is starting to
heat up again, so it could go either way. While
the rest of the country is watching Peyton
versus the Squawks, I will be stuck with Niners
at the Cards. Carson Palmer is out again it
appears for the Cards, and Drew Stanton will
start for a second week in a row. With Palmer, I
would like the Cards, but not sure there will be
enough offense without him, so I will take the
Niners there.

Well, that is enough. Talk some trash amongst
yourselves.


