
DAILY MAIL WINS
PARTIAL
DECLASSIFICATION OF
BRITISH COURT
DECISION
DOCUMENTING TORTURE
IN AFGHAN PRISON

Certified for torture.

Today marks the third time that I have used this
photo that remarkably still resides on
ISAFMedia’s Flickr photostream. The caption, in
full, as it has always been carried by
ISAFMedia:

CAMP DARULAMAN, Afghanistan – Brig. Gen.
Saffiullah, Afghan National Army
Military Police Brigade commander, holds
a certificate presented by Vice Adm.
Robert Harward, Joint Task Force 435
commander. The certificate was presented
during a ceremony here April 5 in front
of an ANA Military Police brigade. The
brigade will complete the extensive
training program prior to their
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assumption of detention facility
security operations at the Detention
Facility in Parwan. The brigade already
conducts detention and corrections
operations at the Afghan National
Detention Facility in Pol-e-Charkhi. The
event was another step toward the
transition of the detention facility
from the United States to the Afghan
government. (Photo by U.S. Air Force 1st
Lt. Joost Verduyn)

The date of April 5 on the photo refers to the
year 2010. Of particular importance today is the
bit where, on that date, the caption states that
the Afghan National Army (after training by
Robert Harward’s JSOC team) was “already” in
charge of the Afghan prison facility at Pol-e-
Charkhi. That prison is in Kabul. And that
documentation of US-trained personnel
controlling that prison is very important for
this story published yesterday by the Daily
Mail:

The Mail on Sunday has delivered a
decisive blow against the creeping new
culture of ‘secret justice’ after
forcing the disclosure of a classified
High Court judgment about torture in
Afghanistan.

After a ten-month legal battle, we can
at last reveal horrifying allegations
over the treatment of prisoners captured
by British forces in Afghanistan –
evidence the Ministry of Defence wanted
to keep secret.

More details from the article:

We can reveal the secret ruling concerns
a supposed Taliban leader, described
only as Detainee 806.

When he was held by UK troops in January
2010, there was already a moratorium
banning the transfer of prisoners to the
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NDS in Kabul, because its interrogation
centre there – codenamed Department 17 –
had gained a sinister reputation for
torture and British forces found it
impossible to gain access.

The prisoner at the heart of this particular
case pursued by the Daily Mail was arrested in
January of 2010 and sent, against normal British
procedures, to the Kabul prison, where he was
hidden from British personnel for about a month
while he was tortured:

But as the judgment now reveals, Dr
Saleh’s promises proved worthless. Once
in Kabul, Detainee 806 ‘disappeared’ for
a month. When he did finally meet two
British Army personnel, he told them he
had been beaten with steel rods about
his legs and feet, punched in the head,
torso, arms and testicles, and deprived
of sleep for days.

If US-trained personnel were “already” in
control of Pol-e-Charkhi in early April of 2010,
it’s hard to imagine they weren’t in control in
the January to February time frame when this
torture took place. And it took place under the
rubric of the multicolor certificate issued by
Robert Harward.

It should be noted here that the bulk of the
allegations of torture are against the Afghan
National Directorate of Security, or NDS, which
is Afghanistan’s intelligence force. Those
trained by Harward’s group are in the Afghan
National Army. But the claim from ISAF is that
the ANA Military Police are in charge of the
facility (it has to be the same facility given
the volume of prisoners passing through) where
the NDS is accused of carrying out the torture
when conducting interrogations.

Note that British troops had stopped sending
prisoners to this prison by January of 2010, but
as Marcy pointed out, the US did not stop until
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September of 2011. That was an especially
important period for the prison, too. The US
“surge”, relying on Petraeus’ COIN strategy of
night raids, was generating huge numbers of
prisoners at the time, with many sent to this
very prison:

But with U.S. Special Operations Forces
capturing scores of prisoners each week
in aggressive nighttime raids, the
United States for now must choose
between releasing many prisoners after a
few hours and handing over others to
Afghan authorities, despite what current
and former Afghan officials say are real
reasons for concern about the security
and effectiveness of Pol-e-Charki.

Of the 3,000 people detained by the
coalition between August and January, 32
percent were transferred to Afghan
authorities for detention in facilities
including Pol-e-Charki, and 4 percent
went to the U.S.-run prison. More than
half were released in the initial
screening period.

So while the Daily Mail case is important in
exposing how British authorities tried to hide
evidence of one prisoner being sent for torture,
we shouldn’t lose sight of how the US sent
thousands for torture, under the “protection” of
military police we trained, during the same
period.

Oh, and if that isn’t horrifying enough, that
prison was also where the US sent 250 prisoners
released from Guantanamo between 2007 and the
time when this Adam Serwer article was published
in Setember of 2009.
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