
RORHRABACHER’S
ATTEMPT TO DEFUND
PAKISTAN FALLS 335-84
[youtube]http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v2p9H77t
j8c[/youtube]

[youtube]http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZAKdZvet
ng0[/youtube]

Congressman Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA) worked
himself into quite a bit of anger yesterday
defending his amendment to the NDAA which was
intended to cut off funding for Pakistan. He
gave a remarkable performance, railing against
practices by the Pakistani government which he
avidly endorses when carried out by the US.

He railed against Pakistan providing haven for
Osama bin Laden even though Rohrabacher actually
took up arms and fought alongside the
mujahideen, which included bin Laden, back in
the mid-80’s when they were fighting the
Soviets. He blasted Pakistan for supporting
terrorists like the Haqqani network at the same
time that he is agitating for the delisting of
the MeK as a terrorist group. He decried the
arrest and detention without charges of Dr.
Shakeel Afridi, who carried out the polio
vaccine ruse on behalf of the CIA at the bin
Laden compound, and yet he has for years been at
the forefront of advocating in favor of the
prison at Guantanamo, where many remain held
indefinitely without charge.

Here is how Rohrabacher described his amendment
in a press release:

Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA) has
introduced H.R. 5734, the “Pakistan
Terrorism Accountability Act of 2012.”
The legislation would require the
Department of Defense to list all
Americans killed by terrorist groups
operating with impunity inside Pakistan
and Afghanistan and supported by
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elements of the Pakistani government.
For each person killed, $50 million
would be subtracted from U.S. foreign
assistance to Pakistan, a requested $2.2
billion, and given to the victim’s
family.

“For too long America has funded the
Pakistani government, giving it free
money, while elements of the ISI and
Pakistan’s military operate radical
Islamic groups that are actively
murdering Americans,” said Rohrabacher.
“Americans will not accept this.” 

“Pakistan has for decades leveraged
radical terrorist groups to carry out
attacks in India and
Afghanistan,” continued
Rohrabacher. “Pakistan helped to create
the Taliban and Pakistan’s intelligence
service hid Osama Bin Laden from the
U.S. for years. Today, one of the most
dangerous and sophisticated groups
killing American troops in Afghanistan
is the Haqqani Network, which is closely
operated by the Pakistani government.” 

I suppose it’s too much to hope for that someone
who operates on the fringes of American politics
might realize that the Pakistani government is
not a monolith that always acts with all of its
participants working together for the same
outcome. Rather than supporting those within
Pakistan who will advance US interests,
Rohrabacher wants to punish all of Pakistan
because of those who work against US interests.

Rohrabacher’s attempt at lead pipe diplomacy has
failed miserably, going down by a vote of 335 to
84.  Here is how Pakistan Today described the
outcome:

Dashing Congressman Dana Rohrabacher’s
drastic designs, the US Congress on
Thursday turned down the bill proposing
curbs on American aid to Pakistan.
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/snip/

The House of representative rejected the
bill as 335 votes were cast against the
bill while 84 in favour. Pakistan
ambassador to US, Sherry Rehman played
an active role against the bill.

At least he did a better job pronouncing
Balochistan…
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