
IRAN, IAEA INK
AGREEMENT, BUT WAS
SLAIN DEPUTY MINISTER
PART OF P5+1
NEGOTIATIONS?
Despite the near-miss over the weekend of an
agreement between Iran and the P5+1 group of
countries aimed at diffusing the crisis over
Iran’s nuclear technology, an agreement was
announced today in Tehran between Iran and the
IAEA. The text of the agreement and its annex is
quite short. Significantly, it grants access to
and monitoring of the new heavy water reactor at
Arak and to a uranium mine that has recently
started producing yellowcake.

The Arak reactor is important because it was
seen as one of the major sticking points in the
P5+1 talks. Reactors of this type produce large
amounts of plutonium that can be reprocessed
into a nuclear weapon. France appeared to be
insisting that this plant not begin operations.
However, even those who accuse Iran of seeking
to develop a nuclear weapon readily admit that
Iran does not have the equipment or technology
required for reprocessing spent fuel from this
reactor into weapons-grade plutonium. Iran
explains that this reactor is meant to take over
for the aging Tehran research reactor in
production of radioactive isotopes for medical
applications. Presumably, IAEA monitoring of the
reactor would be to confirm this process and to
track the materials produced as they are shipped
to hospitals for use in imaging and treatment.

No direct mention of the Parchin site is made in
the document, and the New York Times speculates
that Parchin is not part of the agreement.
However, I suspect that Parchin will be the
topic of an additional agreement to come, based
on Amano’s comments in today’s press conference:
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Amano, for his part, described the
signing of the joint statement as “an
important step forward,” adding that
more work needed to be done.

“Under the framework of cooperation,
Iran and the IAEA will cooperate further
with respect to verification activities
to be undertaken by the IAEA to resolve
all present and past issues,” Amano
said.

The IAEA chief said these “substantial
measures” will be implemented in three
months “starting today.”

There is no way that Amano would be talking of
resolving “all present and past issues” if he
didn’t believe there would eventually be
agreement on access to Parchin.

Don’t panic on the bits in the document about
laser enrichment or new enrichment sites.
Although it hasn’t been discussed much, Iran’s
previous efforts at laser enrichment of uranium
(a separate technology from the centrifuge-based
enrichment they currently employ) was known and
appears to have been completely shut down in
2003 when all aspects of their nuclear work that
could have weapons applications were shut down.
Also, it is clear that the agreement only speaks
of obtaining further clarification on already
disclosed new enrichment facilities, so there is
no disclosure of a previously unannounced
facility.

Note also that the agreement makes reference to
a “step by step” process. This is somewhat of a
slap to France and the US (and of course,
Israel), because the Russians first proposed a
plan they called a step by step process back in
July of 2011. And, of course, the agreement is
significant because by signing this agreement,
the IAEA is getting ahead of the US and the rest
of the P5+1 group despite the Wikileaks cable
that described Amano as eager to do the bidding
of the US while running the IAEA.
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The other huge news over the weekend out of
Tehran is the assassination of Safdar Rahmat
Abadi Sunday evening. PressTV reports that he
was the Deputy Minister for Parliamentary
Affairs in the Iranian Ministry of Trade,
Industry and Mine. The Reuters article on the
killing has this bit:

There was no immediate indication that
the killing had anything to do with
Iran’s nuclear dispute with the West.

However, there is this very interesting
announcement just prior to the most recent round
of P5+1 negotiations. On October 29, we learned
this about an experts-level meeting that was to
be held on October 30-31 which was meant as
preparation for the high level meeting that
wrapped up over the weekend:

Araqchi further pointed to a forthcoming
expert-level meeting between Iran and
the six world powers and said experts
from Iran’s Oil Ministry, Road and Urban
Development and Ministry of Industry,
Mine and Trade as well as the Central
Bank of Iran and the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran will attend the
talks.

The expert talks will be held in the
Austrian capital, Vienna, on October 30
and 31, with the Iranian team headed by
Hamid Ba’eedinejad, who is Iran Foreign
Ministry’s director general for
political affairs.

As the person responsible for parliamentary
affairs in a ministry that was taking part in
the talks, it would not be surprising, then, if
Abadi had played a role in that meeting. It
appears that he had not been in this particular
position for very long. This strange document
dated October 15 appears to announce Abadi’s
promotion to the Deputy Minister position.

Recall that after the major incident at the
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Iran-Pakistan border on October 25, I wondered
if the attack on border guards was carried out
so that operatives could get into Iran and if
new assassinations would be happening. The hit
on Abadi does not fit the pattern for the
assassination of nuclear scientists, where they
were killed by bombs, and Abadi appears to have
been killed by someone who was inside his car
with him. But if Abadi was indeed involved in
the P5+1 process, the timing of his killing is
highly suspect. Perhaps operatives who entered
during the border attack were teams to help the
escape of whoever carried out the hit.

Definitely related to the border incident is the
killing of a prosecutor in the area where a
number of prisoners were promptly executed right
after the border attack. From the New York Times
article on Abadi’s death:

When an Iranian prosecutor was killed in
Sistan and Baluchestan Province last
week, Sunni Islamists claimed
responsibility, saying they had acted in
revenge for the hanging of 16 prisoners
by judiciary officials. Those hangings,
in turn, were carried out as a reprisal
for an attack by the Jaish ul-Adl group
of Sunni Islamist militants in which 14
border guards were killed.

All told, it was a very eventful weekend. The
next few weeks seem likely to have further
surprises for us.
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