HOW TO LOSE

About one thing the squalling Neocon Democrats
are consistent. They claim that their
positions—centrism and hawkishness—are the
winning positions. But they ignore that in both
recent elections and recent wars, those
"winning" policies brought Democrats and the US
only failure.

Which is about all you need to know about Marty
Peretz’ latest straw man op-ed, beyond the fact
that is filled with nasty name-calling. Here is
Peretz’ little bit of wisdom:

Buthe does have one issue, and it is
Iraq. He grasps little of
thecomplexities of his issue, but then
this, too, is true of the genus ofthe
peace candidate. Peace candidates know
only one thing, and that iswhy people
vote for them.

[snip]

NowMr. Lamont’s views are also not
camouflaged. They are justsimpleminded.
Here, for instance, is his take on what
should be doneabout Iran’s nuclear-
weapons venture: "We should work
diplomaticallyand aggressively to give
them reasons why they don’t need to
build abomb, to give them incentives. We
have to engage in very
aggressivediplomacy. I'd like to bring
in allies when we can. I'd like to
usecarrots as well as sticks to see if
we can change the nature of thedebate."
Oh, I see. He thinks the problem is that
they do notunderstand, and so we should
explain things to them, and then they
willdo the right thing. It is a
fortunate world that Mr. Lamont lives
in,but it is not the real one. Anyway,
this sort of plying is preciselywhat has
been going on for years, and to no good
effect. Mr. Lamontcontinues that
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"Lieberman is the one who keeps talking
about keepingthe military option on the
table." And what is so plainly wrong
withthat? Would Mahmoud Ahmadinejad be
more agreeable if he thought that wehad
disposed of the military option in favor
of more country clubbehavior?

Let's see. I'm sure Peretz would consider me a
"peace" Democrat, even though I'm against stupid
wars rather than all wars. But here’s what this
"simple-minded" peace Democrat who "grasps
little of the complexities" of the issues in the
Middle East knew, before the war in Iragq.



