
REPUBLICAN FOREIGN
POLICY: MAKE A PROFIT
ON DESTRUCTION, MAKE
A PROFIT ON
RECONSTRUCTION
I can’t remember where I asked it, but several
weeks ago I asked who was going to pay for
Lebanon’s reconstruction. Some in the thread
mused that we, the American taxpayers, would pay
for it. Well, wouldn’t you know:

The Bush administration is scrambling to
assemble a plan to helprebuild Lebanon,
hoping that by competing with Hezbollah
for thepublic’s favor it can undo the
damage the war has inflicted on itsimage
and goals for the Middle East.

Administration officials fear that
unless they move quickly todemonstrate
U.S. commitment, the Lebanese will turn
more fully to themilitant group, which
has begun rolling out an ambitious
reconstructionprogram that Washington
believes is bankrolled by Iran.

"Scrambling to assemble a plan to helprebuild."
Those Lebanese who watched Katrina on the TV or
who have heard from cousins in Iraq are no doubt
reading those words with dread. And any number
of campaign donors probably just heard the
lovely ring of "Ka ching!"
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