
75 OUT OF 1131
I will return to the Libby commutation, I
promise. But like Josh, I think this IG report
is very very important–perhaps as bad as Nixon
on steroids.

To review what I presented yesterday just as the
Libby thing was exploding, DOD’s IG has released
its report on the CIFA and TALON domestic spying
program. By far the most disturbing thing is
that USNCO, which had a database full of
incident reports on the activities of American
citizens, seems to have disappeared the entries
in that database on November 30, 2005, then
disappeared the whole thing in June 2006. The
dates are significant because the first date was
just two days after Duke Cunningham signed his
plea agreement. And the second date was just a
month after DOD and HPSCI started investigations
into the CIFA/TALON program. Since there is no
explanation of how or why the database was
destroyed, it sure seems like it may have been
hiding data they didn’t want discovered in any
investigation.

Today, I’d like to highlight how DOD’s IG
justifies the database and avoid claims that the
program illegally spied on American citizens.
The report states:

Our detailed review of 1,131 TALON
reports removed from the CIFA database
showed that 263 reports pertained to
protests and demonstrations. Of the 263
reports, 157 reports discussed actual
actions or events that occurred.
Further, 75 of the 157 reports on actual
actions or events resulted in reported
arrests, required court appearances,
violence, destruction, and police
intervention. The 75 TALON reports
demonstrate that they are necessary to
inform local commanders of protests and
demonstrations planned for their
vicinity for law enforcement and force
protection purposes, and not as
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intelligence information.


