RALLY SQUADS AND
DISAPPEARING
DEMONSTRATORS

In a post on the $80,000 settlement BushCo had
to pay for ejecting two people wearing an anti-
Bush (that is, pro-America) t-shirt from a
presidential rally, Pam Spaulding links to the
Advance Manual used to prepare for such
presidential rallies; the government turned over
a very heavily redacted copy of the Manual
during the suit. The Manual makes for intriguing
reason for those who have gotten bored with
Orwell, in particular the description of the
"rally squads"-college/young Republicans,A

local athletic teams, or
sororities/fraternities—recruited to drown out
the voices of anti-Bush attendees. I don’'t mean
to suggest Democrats don’t contest negative
messages in the same way. But please. Call them
something besides "rally squads." (I may be
particularly sensitive because, after I
consistently kept the ultimate team up very late
on a tournament trip once, and after he learned
that my mother’'s maiden name resembles "rally,"
mr. emptywheel dubbed me the "rally captain" for
the rest of that season.)

But I noticed something else interesting about
the manual. As is normal for a document redacted
by the government, each of the redactions is
marked as such (though the government did not
provide explanations for the redactions). Except
in one case:
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