TIME FOR ANOTHER
PRIMARY CHALLENGE
FOR JANE HARMAN

Buried in this article on Democrats compromising
with Republicans, I noticed this paragraph:

And as Democratic leaders push their own
legislation to rein in the wiretapping
program, Rep. Jane Harman (D-Calif.) has
been quietly exploring avenues of
compromise with Rep. Peter Hoekstra
(Mich.),the ranking Republican on the
House intelligence committee.
CentristDemocrats hope those talks can
dovetail with the Senate
intelligencecommittee’s own bipartisan
measure on surveillance of
suspectedterrorists.

Jane Harman, of course, is a former member of
the HPSCI. Only, with the changeover in
Congress, she got bounced from HPSCI and
relegated to chairing the Subcommittee on
Intelligence, Information Sharing and Terrorism
Risk Assessment over at Homeland Security, which
means she is not in a formal position of
leadership on this issue. Harman made news last
month when she called the Republicans on their
bullshit attempts to use a sketchy terrorist
threat as an excuse to push FISA amendment
through. But she also appears to have been one
of the only Democrats (if not the only Democrat)
to have approved uncritically of Bush’s illegal
wiretap program.

But now, apparently, she’s taking it upon
herself to negotiate her own version of a FISA
Amendment, presumably one designed to bypass HIC
(which wants nothing to do with telecom
immunity) and HPSCI, which under Reyes is
proving to be increasingly skeptical of Bush’s
BS.

How nice, that the one Democrat who gave
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approval to this illegal program is the one now
negotiating immunity for them. Not a conflict of
interest there, not at all.



