
FISA: THE COMING
BATTLE
As I am minding the store while mom is away
tilting kilts, I was party to a group discussion
among several notable powers that be in the
blogosphere early this afternoon, and the
various blogs, all of which you are intimately
familiar with, will be rolling out over the next
few days somewhat of a battle plan on
FISA/immunity. Nothing particularly new or
shocking really, just a reminder to folks of the
stakes involved and where the pressure points
are that we need to address.

I wish I could say that there is some new
brilliant, sexy and effective tact that we have
lit upon to wipe this all away; but that, alas,
is not the case. It will be back to the
grindstone of calling, faxing and otherwise
communicating with the key representatives etc.
One thing I think will be critical is to offer
plenty of carrots, with gentle reminders of the
sticks. As you will recall, we got a
surprisingly good response, and result, from the
House Democrats in the last go round. We want to
build, grow and reinforce that effort and
result. The gathering proximity of the election
is a double edged sword however. It is a chance
for us to remind them of how favorably we view
the last effort, but it is clearly also another
opportunity for the Bushies to roll out the
fear/security card and threaten the weak, and
weakly situated, elements (read mostly Blue
Dogs) of the Democratic coalition. It is going
to be critical for those of us that actually
live in districts represented by one of these
souls to work them hard.

I have some things that will divide most of my
attention for a few hours; although I will check
in periodically as I can. In the meantime, use
this space to discuss anything you feel
important, but please start putting all the
collective talent together to suggest ways and
means for fighting the next stage of the FISA
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battle. My post from yesterday morning pretty
much gives the lay of the land as it is
understood at this moment; there are no real new
baseline facts since then. Thanks.
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