
SENATOR LEVIN TO DO
LIVE CHAT ON ONGOING
SENATE INVESTIGATION
INTO DETAINEE ABUSE
AT 11 ET TUESDAY

We had a very engaged liveblog discussion
during the Senate Armed Services Committee’s
hearing on Detainee Abuse a few weeks ago.
Tomorrow, the Chair of the Committee, Senator
Carl Levin, will do a live chat at FDL to talk
about the next steps in the Committee’s
investigation. Senator Levin will join us at 11
AM ET on Tuesday.

In his statement from that earlier hearing,
Levin gave a detailed description of how DOD
adapted its SERE training techniques for use on
prisoners.

So, how did it come about that American
military personnel stripped detainees
naked, put them in stress positions,
used dogs to scare them, put leashes
around their necks to humiliate them,
hooded them, deprived them of sleep, and
blasted music at them. Were these
actions the result of “a few bad apples”
acting on their own? It would be a lot
easier to accept if it were. But that’s
not the case. The truth is that senior
officials in the United States
government sought information on
aggressive techniques, twisted the law
to create the appearance of their
legality, and authorized their use
against detainees. In the process, they
damaged our ability to collect
intelligence that could save lives.

Today’s hearing will explore part of the
story: how it came about that
techniques, called SERE resistance
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training techniques, which are used to
teach American soldiers to resist
abusive interrogations by enemies that
refuse to follow the Geneva Conventions,
were turned on their head and sanctioned
by Department of Defense officials for
use offensively against detainees.

During June’s hearing, a lot of new questions
were raised (and DOD General Counsel Jim Haynes
proved to have as fuzzy a memory as every other
senior Bush official). Tomorrow, join us to talk
with Senator Levin about how the investigation
will move forward.


