
SURPRISE SURPRISE:
“LAPTOP OF DEATH” A
POSSIBLE FORGERY
Almost four years ago today, Colin Powell
presented some dodgy intelligence suggesting
Iran was pursuing nuclear weapons. Powell’s
announcement had all the trappings of Bush
propaganda: sketchy exiles, the pre-emption of
IAEA counter-evidence, technical specs that make
a known civilian application look like a nuclear
weapon, and, of course, Powell himself.

Does it surprise you to learn, via Juan Cole,
that that intelligence may well have been
forged?

The International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) has obtained evidence suggesting
that documents which have been described
as technical studies for a secret
Iranian nuclear weapons-related research
program may have been fabricated.

The documents in question were acquired
by U.S. intelligence in 2004 from a
still unknown source — most of them in
the form of electronic files allegedly
stolen from a laptop computer belonging
to an Iranian researcher. The US has
based much of its push for sanctions
against Iran on these documents.

Nope, it doesn’t surprise me either.

Still, even though none of us are surprised,
don’t you think it’d be a good idea to figure
out who forged all the evidence tailored to get
the US involved in wars in the Middle East?
Before Dick Cheney absconds with the evidence?
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