TRASH TALK -
RECESSION/DEPRESSION
ERA EDITION

The economic crisis is starting to really
intertwine with the sports world in many ways.
For instance, CC Sabathia, a stud workhorse and
the best pitcher on the MLB free agent market,
can only find two teams, the Yanks and Sawz of
course, to even talk to him about the contract
he wants. The Padres, not long after opening
their edifice Petco Field, appear in worse
straits than the automakers (attention Mrs.
Randiego, you picked a bad time to throw your
lot in with the local sports homeboy). The
global financial meltdown/crisis is so bad it is
even causing grief and thinning of the ranks in
the biggest sporting league in the world,
Formula One. And, worst of all, talk about yer
depression, today we have to deal with those
damn dirt thieves, Freepatriot’s Boomer Sooners.
Yep, the Sooners and Tigers are goin to Kansas
City baby! They got some crazy little women
there I'm gonna get me one!

That’'s the low down and dirty, let’s get down to
the nitty gritty.

NCAA: First up is the SEC Championship from the
Georgia Dome in Atlanta. Alabama versus Florida.
I wonder if Jim White will be watching this one?
Barely in the national polls when the season
started, Alabama now sits atop them undefeated
and untied. Florida, well everybody knows about
the chompin Gators and Tim Tebow. Florida’s
offense is the irresistible force to Nick Saban
and the Tide's immovable object defense. But,
you know, Florida can play some dee-fence this
year too, and there is no way the boys from the
Tide pool down there in Richard Shelbyland can
score with the Gators. The swamp creatures are
gonna roll the Tide flat.

Next up, we have some Tigers versus some dirt
farmers in the Big 12 Championship from
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Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City. This is a
rematch of last year’s game where teh Okies
rained on Mizzou’s parade big time. From
ESPN.com:

By entering this week No. 2 in the BCS
rankings, Oklahoma (11-1, 7-1) beat out
Texas and Texas Tech for a spot in
Saturday’s game and a chance to win a
third consecutive Big 12 title game. All
three schools finished tied for first in
the South Division and the Sooners
advanced on the conference’s fifth
tiebreaker — BCS rankings.

Oklahoma moved past Texas in those
standings, even though it lost to the
Longhorns earlier this season, by
putting up 60-plus points against ranked
teams in the past two weeks. The Sooners
demolished then-No. 2 Texas Tech 65-21
and defeated then-No. 11 Oklahoma State
61-41 last Saturday.

Let's stop right there a second. Really, is
there anything more pernicious in sports that
the fucking BCS? If so, I am hard pressed to
figure out what it is. It is hard to tell what
Obama really has the juice to accomplish in this
mixed up, messed up world, but if he can get rid
of the BCS and get a limited playoff for major
college football, he will be a success. Okay,
back to regular programming.

Sam Bradford has torn ligaments in his non-
throwing hand against Oklahoma State and will
play against Missouri with a soft cast. This
might make him more fumble prone and may affect
the way he sets the ball for throws. Chase
Daniel and Jeremy Macklin are a powerful duo,
but are coming off of a very stale performance.
If Bradford coughs up a couple of fumbles, and
Daniel and Macklin bust out of the doldrums,
this could be a close game offensively. Big "if"
though, and the Sooner defense is way stouter
than Mizzou’s. Oklahoma walks away with a win
here.
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UPDATE 1: As Gunner reminded me there is also
the Duel in the Desert tonight. It may not be as
well known as several famous rivalries, but it
really takes a back seat to none as far as
hatred, rivalry and passion. Arizona and Arizona
State. They play for the Territorial Cup, and it
is literally the oldest such rivalry game in
college football, dating all the way back to
1899. The Devils have had an off year, but they
have ben coming on strong as of late, and the
Cats have been schizophrenic again under Mike
Stoops (Bob’s not particularly bright little
brother). The Devils are going to win this one
even though the game is in Former Fed'’s home
turf of Tucson.

There is also the USC- UCLA game. Like ASU-UofA
and USC-Notre Dame, the game has just lost a lot
of it’s luster in recent years. I think Rick
Neuheisel is the right guy for the Bruins and
will get them back to prominence soon. But this
year, USC is going to hammer em.

YET TO COME: I want to go ahead and get this up
so we have a place to banter, I will add in the
NFL material and an auto tie in a little later.

Trash it up guys and gals!
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