
BLAGOJEVICH REPORT
TIMELINE
Here are the Obama related dates pertaining to
Rod Blagojevich–taken from the report on
contacts with Blago and the complaint.

October 31: Blago approached by "emissary" from
Jesse Jackson Jr about Senate seat

November 3: Blago spoke with Deputy Governor A
and Advisor A about Senate seat; mentions
Jarrett

November 4: Obama elected President; Deputy
Governor A suggests Blago put a list of things
he might ask for in exchange for the Senate
seat; Blago also speaks with John Harris about
the seat

November 5: Blago and Deputy Governor A talk
about possibility of HHS appointment for Senate
seat; Blago and Harris talk about a foundation
appointment; (approximately) Blago talks to Tom
Balanoff (SEIU) and "understood that [Balanoff]
was an emissary to discuss [Jarrett]’s interest
in the Senate seat"

November 6: Rahm Emanuel accepts Chief of Staff
position; Blago gives a leak to Michael Sneed
designed "to send a message to the [Obama]
people" that Madigan might get the Senate seat
over Jarrett

November 6-8: Louanner Peters called Eric
Whitaker to ask who spoke for Obama regarding
his preferences for his replacement; Obama told
Whitaker no one had that authority, which
Whitaker "relayed" this to Peters

November 6-8: Rahm has "one or two"
conversations with Blago, about his own seat, as
well as Senate seat; Rahm has four conversations
with John Harris about the Senate seat

November 7: Blago tells Advisor A he’s willing
to "trade" the Senate seat for Secretary of HHS;
Blago discusses HHS with Harris and Advisor B
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and talks about 3-way deal with SEIU; Tom
Balanoff (local SEIU head) tells Valerie Jarrett
that Blago asked whether he might be named HHS;
in the same conversation, Balanoff told Jarrett
he had talked to Blago about Jarrett for the
Senate seat; Balanoff mentioned that Blago had
also mentioned Madigan

November 9: Valerie Jarrett withdraws from
consideration; Obama talks about Senate
candidates with Rahm, with the understanding he
would pass on those candidates

November 10: Long conference call about the
seat, including discussions about a non-profit
in exchange for the seat; Blago admits he’s not
going to get HHS; Blago plants leak with Sneed
about Jesse Jackson Jr.

November 11: Blago complains that, "they’re not
willing to give me anything except appreciation"

November 12: Blago notes that CNN has reported
Jarrett is uninterested in Senate seat; Blago
talks to Balanoff, probes about whether Jarrett
is interested in Senate seat and proposes 401c4;
Balanoff says he will "“put that flag up and see
where it goes"

November 13: Blago says he wants to be able to
call Rahm and say, "this has nothing to do with
anything else we’re working on but the Governor
wants to put together a 501(c)(4)" and that when
Rahm "asks me for the Fifth CD thing I want it
to be in his head"; Blago then asks Advisor A to
have Individual A (believed to be John Wyma, who
is cooperating with Fitzgerald) propose the
501c4 to Rahm; Advisor A says, "while it’s not
said this is a play to put in play other things"
and Blago agrees

[November 13 is the last reference to
negotiations with Obama’s team in the complaint]

December 4: Blago talks about reaching out to
JJJ’s people about him rising in consideration,
partly because they would raise funds

December 5:  Trib reveals Blago has been



wiretapped; Blago tries to pull back discussions
related to JJJ

December 6: Fundraiser for JJJ hosted by JJJ’s
emissary; some participants believe the
fundraiser pertains to the Senate seat

December 7: Fitz gets arrest warrant for Blago

December 8: JJJ and Blago meet about the Senate
seat

December 9: Blago arrested; Obama team learns of
it from public reports

December 11: Obama team begins to conduct
inquiry into contacts with Blago; Obama states,

I have never spoken to the governor on
this subject. I am confident that no
representatives of mine would have any
part of any deals related to this seat.
I think the materials released by the US
Attorney reflect that fact. I’ve asked
my team to gather the facts of any
contacts with the governor’s office
about this vacancy so that we can share
them with you over the next few days. 

[snip]

But what I’m absolutely certain about is
that our office had no involvement in
any deal making around my senate seat.
That, I’m absolutely certain of. 

December 15: Greg Craig completes the internal
review, offers it to Fitz; Fitz asks for them to
hold on it, until after December 22 (note,
Obama’s team just gave the report to Fitz)

December 18: Fitz interviews Obama

December 19: Fitz interviews Valerie Jarrett

December 20: Fitz interviews Rahm

December 23: Obama team releases its report on
contacts
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