
THE LITTLE BOMBLET
FOR TURDBLOSSOM IN
THE NEW RULES
Kagro has been tracking the passage of the new
House rules package over at his new digs.

As he described earlier, John Conyers stuck
something in the new rules that will allow the
House Judiciary Committee to continue its
lawsuit against Harriet Miers and Bolten to get
their testimony in the US Attorney scandal.

One nice goody buried in the new House
Rules package: the House will authorize
the Judiciary Committee to continue its
lawsuit seeking to enforce its subpoenas
and contempt of Congress citations
against Bush White House Chief of Staff
Josh Bolten and former White House
counsel Harriet Miers.

Technically, Miers and Bolten were in
contempt of the 110th Congress. But with
its adjournment, the 110th Congress no
longer exists, so there’s nothing to be
in contempt of, nor any plaintiff in the
lawsuit. The courts had indicated that
this might give them cause to moot the
whole case and drop it. But the Rules
package specifically authorizes the
Judiciary Committee in the new 111th
Congress to continue the suit. And we
had earlier word that the 111th was
considering reissuing those subpoenas.

And, as Kagro now points out (now that the rules
have passed), there’s a little bomblet in there
specific to Rove.

There’s one more juicy nugget in the
rules package that just passed.
Regarding the Judiciary Committe’s power
to continue its suit against Miers and
Bolten.
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From Majority Leader Steny Hoyer’s fact
sheet (PDF):

In addition, it authorizes the
Judiciary Committee and General
Counsel to add as a party to the
lawsuit any individual
subpoenaed by the Committee in
the 110th Congress who failed to
comply.

Who else was subpoenaed by the Judiciary
Committee in the 110th Congress and
failed to comply?

Karl Rove.

And Michael Mukasey.

Nice going, Chairman Conyers and Speaker
Pelosi.

In other words, Rove–and Michael Mukasey, who
refused to turn over documents particularly
relating to the Siegelman prosecution–is about
to get added to HJC’s lawsuit forcing him to
testify before HJC in the 111th Congress.
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