
FEINGOLD SEZ: NO
MORE CLUSTERFUCK
SENATE APPOINTMENT
PROCESSES
Talk about a good way to capture the sentiment
of a lot of fed up people:

Feingold to Introduce Constitutional
Amendment Ending Gubernatorial
Appointments to Senate Vacancies 

Washington, D.C. – U.S. Senator Russ
Feingold, Chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Subcommittee on the
Constitution, issued the following
statement today on plans to introduce an
amendment to the U.S. Constitution to
end appointments to the Senate by state
governors and require special elections
in the event of a Senate seat vacancy.

The controversies surrounding
some of the recent gubernatorial
appointments to vacant Senate
seats make it painfully clear
that such appointments are an
anachronism that must end.  In
1913, the Seventeenth Amendment
to the Constitution gave the
citizens of this country the
power to finally elect their
senators.  They should have the
same power in the case of
unexpected mid term vacancies,
so that the Senate is as
responsive as possible to the
will of the people.  I plan to
introduce a constitutional
amendment this week to require
special elections when a Senate
seat is vacant, as the
Constitution mandates for the
House, and as my own state of
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Wisconsin already requires by
statute.  As the Chairman of the
Constitution Subcommittee, I
will hold a hearing on this
important topic soon.


