
BLAGOJEVICH INDICTED
Big surprise … not. Rod Blagojevich indicted for
corruption, including trying to sell the Senate
seat.

Here is the indictment.

In addition to Blago and Harris (who were
arrested in December), RobBlago, Lon Monk,
Christopher Kelly, and William Cellini were
indicted. I’m looking for the document now, will
update later. 

Former Gov. Rod Blagojevich, his brother
Rob and Christopher Kelly, a former top
fundraiser for Blagojevich, were all
indicted today on corruption charges,
the U.S. attorney’s office in Chicago
announced.

Also charged in the indictment were Lon
Monk, a lobbyist and former Blagojevich
chief of staff; John Harris, also a
former chief of staff to Blagojevich;
and William Cellini, a Springfield
insider for decades.

From the press release:

Since 2002, even before he was first
elected governor that November, and
continuing until he was arrested on Dec.
9, 2008, former Illinois Gov. Rod R.
Blagojevich and a circle of his closest
aides and advisors allegedly engaged in
a wide-ranging scheme to deprive the
people of Illinois of honest government,
according to a 19-count indictment
returned today by a federal grand jury.
Blagojevich, 52, of Chicago, was charged
with 16 felony counts, including
racketeering conspiracy, wire fraud,
extortion conspiracy, attempted
extortion and making false statements to
federal agents. He allegedly used his
office in numerous matters involving
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state appointments, business,
legislation and pension fund investments
to seek or obtain such financial
benefits as money, campaign
contributions, and employment for
himself and others, in exchange for
official actions, including trying to
leverage his authority to appoint a
United States Senator, announced Patrick
J. Fitzgerald, United States Attorney
for the Northern District of Illinois.

Also charged as co-defendants in the
same indictment are:

John Harris, 47, of Chicago,
Blagojevich’s chief of staff from late
2005 until last December after he was
arrested along with Blagojevich. Through
his attorney, Harris, disclose that he
has agreed to cooperate with the United
States Attorney’s Office in the
prosecution of this case;

Alonzo Monk, 50, of Park Ridge, a
lobbyist doing business as AM3
Consulting, Ltd., and a long-time
Blagojevich associate who served as his
general counsel when Blagojevich
represented Illinois’ Fifth
Congressional District, and later
managed his 2002 and 2006 gubernatorial
campaigns, was his first gubernatorial
chief of staff from 2003 through 2005,
and later chairman of his campaign fund;

Robert Blagojevich, 53, of Nashville,
Tenn., Blagojevich’s brother, who became
chairman of his campaign fund in August
2008;

Christopher Kelly, 50, of Burr Ridge, a
businessman and a principal campaign
fundraiser who also served as chairman
of Blagojevich’s campaign fund from
early 2004 until August 2005. The
indictment alleges that with
Blagojevich’s knowledge and permission,



Kelly at times exercised substantial
influence over certain activities of the
governor’s office; and

William F. Cellini, Sr., 74, of
Springfield, a businessman who also
raised significant funds for
Blagojevich, in part through his role as
the executive director of the Illinois
Asphalt Pavement Association. Cellini
had longstanding relationships and
influence with trustees and staff
members of the Teachers Retirement
System of Illinois (TRS), and he was
associated with Commonwealth Realty
Advisors, a real estate asset management
firm that invested hundreds of millions
of dollars on behalf of TRS, the
indictment alleges.


