
DOUBLE-DIPPING AT
GITMO?
MadDog pointed to the full 2007 ICRC Report on
detainee treatment.

There’s a lot to say about this (and Joby
Warrick’s got a story out reporting its
criticism of medical personnel who abet the
torture).  But this stuck out for me:

…the ICRC notes that four detainees
believed that they had previously been
held in Guantanamo, for periods ranging
from one week to one year during 2003/4.
They reported recognising this location
upon return there in September 2006, as
each had been allowed outdoors on a
daily basis during their earlier time
there. The ICRC has been assured by DoD
that it was given full notification of
and access to all persons held in
Guantanamo during its regular detention
visits. The ICRC is concerned, if the
allegations are confirmed, it had in
fact been denied access to these persons
during the period in which they were
detained there.

We already knew that DOD moved prisoners to hide
them from ICRC–so I suspect ICRC will soon have
its fears confirmed.

"We may need to curb the harsher
operations while ICRC is around. It is
better not to expose them to any
controversial techniques," Lt. Col.
Diane Beaver, a military lawyer who’s
since retired, said during an October
2002 meeting at the Guantanamo Bay
prison to discuss employing
interrogation techniques that some have
equated with torture.

[snip]
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A third person at the meeting, Jonathan
Fredman, the chief counsel for the CIA’s
Counterterrorism Center, disclosed that
detainees were moved routinely to avoid
the scrutiny of the ICRC, which keeps
tabs on prisoners in conflicts around
the world.

"In the past when the ICRC has made a
big deal about certain detainees, the
DOD (Defense Department) has ‘moved’
them away from the attention of the
ICRC," Fredman said, according to the
minutes.

But I’m rather interested in the timing: 2003/4.

Which suggests, of course, they had high value
detainees in Gitmo. But then moved them as the
Abu Ghraib scandal broke and those who didn’t
already know learned that the US was torturing
detainees.

You gotta hide the high value detainees, of
course, because if they could talk, they’d
reveal that the techniques at Abu Ghraib were
anything but a few bad apples. 


