CHALABI: “I AM
CONVINCED [THERE
WAS] AN IMPLICIT
AGREEMENT BETWEEN
AMERICA AND IRAN”

Whoops. That little investment in fraudster and
Iranian ally Ahmed Chalabi keeps looking like a
worse and worse idea, huh, Bush? (h/t Tom Ricks)

[Al-Hayat]: What would you tell George
Bush if you met him, in a party for
example?

[Chalabi]: I would say: thank you for
toppling Saddam but I am displeased with
what you did afterwards.

[Al-Hayat]: Do you believe that it is
possible for a superpower to commit such
terrible mistakes?

[Chalabi]: Yes, very possible.

[Al-Hayat]: If you want to describe
George Bush, then how would you describe
him?

[Chalabi]: A man with very little skill
and knowledge.

[Al-Hayat]: He did Iran a great service
by toppling Saddam?

[Chalabi]: Iran benefited from toppling
Saddam. Bush didn’t mean to do it a
favor but it was clear that Iran would
benefit from Saddam’s fall. I am
convinced that Saddam would not have
fallen except for an implicit agreement
between America and Iran.

But my favorite part is where Ahmed Chalabi
takes credit for getting George Tenet fired.
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[Chalabi]: I accused the director of the
CIA George Tenet and I said that he was
behind the [May 2004 raid on Chalabi’s
compound] despite the fact that I
received a letter through one of my
friends that stressed that I shouldn’t
attack the CIA. When Tenet was ousted 10
days later, Hillary Clinton, a senator
at the time, said that Ahmad Chalabi was
behind Tenet’s dismissal. When I was
asked about this, I answered: I am in
Al-Najaf, how could I oust him?

Not that I disbelieve Chalabi had a part (though
remember that Chalabi ally Dick Cheney had other
reasons to want to take Tenet out in the days
after he got questioned in the Plame leak). I'm
just amused that the notion that Chalabi could
get the Director of CIA fired is plausible
enough for this consummate fraudster to claim.



