BREAKING: TORTURE
ARCHITECT JOHN RIZZO
STILL WORKING AT CIA

The ACLU is reporting something that I’'ve
suspected.

According to the CIA public affairs
office, Rizzo is still Acting General
Counsel.

John Rizzo, the man who worked with both Jay
Bybee and Steven Bradbury to pre-authorize
torture, is still being paid by you and me to
make sure that the CIA follows the law.

As the SASC report notes, Rizzo is the man who
provided the 1list of torture techniques to Jay
Bybee for inclusion in the memo-the key link in
turning SERE techniques into torture.

According to Acting CIA General Counsel
John Rizzo, the techniques that the OLC
analyzed in the Second Bybee memo were
provided by his office. In his testimony
before the Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence, Mr. Rizzo stated that his
office was "the vehicle" for getting the
interrogation practices analyzed in the
Second Bybee memo to the Department of
Justice.

This suggests it’'s likely that Rizzo knew that
CIA was intending to do one thing with
waterboarding but tempering the description of
that in the OLC memo. Also, I outlined ways in
which it appears the information Rizzo provided
to OLC was, at a minimum, under dispute when it
was given. In other words, Rizzo may well be the
key person who manipulated the OLC process to
legalize torture.

I've got a half-written post explaining why
Rizzo must be included among those whose role we
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investigate going forward. That’'s all the more
crucial given that Rizzo is still in a position
of power in our government.

Update: basic grammar corrected per pm.



