
DURHAM TO BE
TORTURE SPECIAL
PROSECUTOR
And thus the whitewash starts.

Holder is poised to name John Durham, a
career Justice Department prosecutor
from Connecticut, to lead the inquiry,
according to the sources, who spoke on
condition of anonymity because the
process is not complete.

Durham’s mandate, the sources added,
will be relatively narrow: to look at
whether there is enough evidence to
launch a full-scale criminal
investigation of current and former CIA
personnel who may have broken the law in
their dealings with detainees. Many of
the harshest CIA interrogation
techniques have not been employed
against terrorism suspects for four
years or more.

As I said in my panel at Netroots Nation, we’ll
know a lot about whether Holder intends to do a
real investigation, or just a whitewash
investigating the Lynndie Englands, by the
stature of the prosecutor he names. And while
Durham is already neck deep in the investigation
of torture on the torture tapes, he doesn’t
necessarily have the stature to go after–say–Jim
Haynes and John Rizzo for setting up the torture
regime.

I guess Holder wasn’t that serious about
investigating torture after all. 
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