
THE WIND TAKES THE
LION: RIP SENATOR
EDWARD M. KENNEDY

It was only a few days ago we learned Teddy
Kennedy was thinking about his succession for
his long held Senate seat from Massachusetts.
The day has come too soon.

Senator Edward M. Kennedy has passed. "Teddy"
was the senior Senator from Massachusetts and
has so served in office since November 1962.
Kennedy was in his eighth full (and ninth
overall) term in the Senate and was the second
most senior member of the Senate and the third-
longest-serving senator of all time.

Senator Kennedy was born on February 22, 1932
and passed on August 25, 2009 at age 77 at his
family home at Hyannis Port Masachusetts.

From Reuters:

One of the most influential and longest-
serving senators in U.S. history — a
liberal standard-bearer who was also
known as a consummate congressional
dealmaker — Kennedy had been battling
brain cancer, which was diagnosed in May
2008.

Known as "Teddy," he was the brother of
President John Kennedy, assassinated in
1963, Senator Robert Kennedy, fatally
shot while campaigning for the 1968
Democratic presidential nomination, and
Joe Kennedy, a pilot killed in World War
Two.

UPDATE: Boston Globe: Statement from the Kennedy
Family

"Edward M. Kennedy — the husband,
father, grandfather, brother and uncle
we loved so deeply — died late Tuesday
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night at home in Hyannis Port.

"We’ve lost the irreplaceable center of
our family and joyous light in our
lives, but the inspiration of his faith,
optimism, and perseverance will live on
in our hearts forever.

"We thank everyone who gave him care and
support over this last year, and
everyone who stood with him for so many
years in his tireless march for progress
toward justice, fairness and opportunity
for all.

"He loved this country and devoted his
life to serving it.

"He always believed that our best days
were still ahead, but it’s hard to
imagine any of them without him."

UPDATE #2: Here is the full New York Times
obituary, and it is very thorough.
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