
WEXLER SET TO
EXTINGUISH
CONGRESSIONAL FIRE
Robert Wexler, the “Fire Breathing Liberal” may
be on the cusp of resigning his seat in
Congress. From Post On Politics:

U.S. Rep. Robert Wexler, D-Boca Raton,
will resign from Congress to take a
“public policy position,” several
Democratic sources said today.
“He called. He is going to resign….He
told me that he is moving on. Beyond
that, I don’t have any any answers,”
said state Sen. Jeremy Ring, D-Coral
Springs. Ring said he is considering
running in the special election to
replace Wexler.

Another Wexler confidant, Palm Beach
County Commissioner Burt Aaronson, said
he talked to Wexler this afternoon and
Wexler “said he had to do what he had to
do for his family.” Wexler didn’t
specifically say he would resign,
Aaronson said, but by “putting two and
two together” he concluded Wexler is
leaving office.

Another Democratic insider said Wexler
is considering a position related to
Middle East policy. It wasn’t
immediately clear if the post was inside
or outside government.

The signs seem fairly strident Wexler is leaving
the House; the question is why? There rumor is
stated to be a “Mid East policy position”. That
sure beats the standard “spending more time with
the family” (which is usually cover for
scandal). Several sources are reporting it is a
public policy position outside of the Obama
Administration; however Foreign Policy’s The
Cable is say it IS a position in the
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Administration and the Obama White House is very
tight lipped on the subject.

Wexler was an early supporter of Obama and
contributed a lot in Obama’s effort to gain
early traction in the critical state of Florida,
so a substantial diplomatic position with the
Administration should not be ruled out. There
are several Ambassadorships yet to be filled
including one very substantial post.

If Wexler leaves, there is little chance of the
Democrats losing the seat, because the Boca
Raton district Wexler fills is overwhelmingly
Democratic. In addition to Jerry Ring, potential
candidates for the special election include
state Sen. Ted Deutch, D-Boca Raton, West Palm
Beach Mayor Lois Frankel and former Broward
County Commissioner Ben Graber.

UPDATE: From Laura Rozen:

Rep. Robert Wexler (D-FL) will announce
he is resigning his seat tomorrow to
become head of a Middle East group, the
Center for Middle East Peace and
Economic Cooperation, founded by
Slimfast tycoon S. Daniel Abraham, Hill
sources say tonight.

Also, per David Dayen in comments, “What I read
is that he wouldn’t resign until the end of the
year. So he’s still a vote on health care.”
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