
JUDY MILLER’S EDITOR
CALLS ON JOURNALISTS
TO EXPOSE FALSE
JOURNALISM
Tim F made this point implicitly, but it
deserves to be made explicitly. Do you really
think Howell Raines, the editor who oversaw Judy
Miller’s Iraq War propaganda, is really the one
to exhort journalists to call out Fox for its
false journalism?

One question has tugged at my
professional conscience throughout the
year-long congressional debate over
health-care reform, and it has nothing
to do with the public option,
portability or medical malpractice. It
is this: Why haven’t America’s old-
school news organizations blown the
whistle on Roger Ailes, chief of Fox
News, for using the network to conduct a
propaganda campaign against the Obama
administration — a campaign without
precedent in our modern political
history?

[snip]

Why has our profession, through its
general silence — or only spasmodic
protest — helped Fox legitimize a style
of journalism that is dishonest in its
intellectual process, untrustworthy in
its conclusions and biased in its
gestalt?

[snip]

Why can’t American journalists steeped
in the traditional values of their
profession be loud and candid about the
fact that Murdoch does not belong to our
team?

[snip]
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As for Fox News, lots of people who know
better are keeping quiet about what to
call it. Its news operation can, in
fact, be called many things, but
reporters of my generation, with
memories and keyboards, dare not call it
journalism.

I’ll admit that when I first suggested that Judy
Miller was not engaging in journalism when Dick
Cheney and Scooter Libby outed Valerie Plame to
her, I wished that other journalists would have
the courage to acknowledge that what she was
doing was not journalism. It would have been
nice, then, to have a column like this, calling
on journalists to expose disinformation in the
guise of journalism.

But really. Does Howell Raines have no sense of
irony?

After all, it’d be a pity if Raines missed the
irony of the fact that Judy Miller now works for
Fox News.


