KARL ROVE’S SELFDELUSIONS HIT NEW
HEIGHTS–FORGETS HE
OUTED VALERIE PLAME
Okay, this is one for the ages.
Karl Rove is out today with what is presumably
an excerpt from his book, revealing his biggest
mistake. He doesn’t verbalize what that mistake
is, really. Rather, he bitches about a list of
Democrats.
But the initial complaint appears to be that on
July 15, 2003, Ted Kennedy accused George Bush
of lying to get us into the Iraq war.
Seven years ago today, in a speech on
the Iraq war, Sen. Ted Kennedy fired the
first shot in an all-out assault on
President George W. Bush’s integrity.
“All the evidence points to the
conclusion,” Kennedy said, that the Bush
administration “put a spin on the
intelligence and a spin on the truth.”
Later that day Senate Minority Leader
Tom Daschle told reporters Mr. Bush
needed “to be forthcoming” about the
absence of weapons of mass destruction
(WMD).
Thus began a shameful episode in our
political life whose poisonous fruits
are still with us.
[snip]
At the time, we in the Bush White House
discussed responding but decided not to
relitigate the past. That was wrong and
my mistake: I should have insisted to
the president that this was a dagger
aimed at his administration’s heart.
What Democrats started seven years ago
left us less united as a nation to
confront foreign challenges and overcome

America’s enemies.

July 15, 2003 was, of course, the day after Bob
Novak–acting on a leak involving Richard
Armitage, Scooter Libby, and Karl Rove
himself–outed Valerie Plame. Before Ted Kennedy
said the first mean thing about Bush, Rove had
already leaked to at least Novak and Matt
Cooper, and OVP was leaking even more wildly
(and it should be said, leaking classified
information to the WSJ, where Rove’s piece
appears, to make their case).
But now Karl Rove says “the Bush White House
discussed responding but decided not to
relitigate the past”?!?!?
Aside from the fact that Rove’s op-ed operates
on the erroneous foundation that the
Administration shared all the intelligence they
juiced up with Congress (they didn’t), the
entire op-ed is based on an absolutely
delusional sense of timing.
And a convenient silence about what the White
House had already done, in concert, before Ted
Kennedy correctly accused the President of lying
us into war.

