LIAR CALLS ACCESS
JOURNALIST A POT
Even before Tom Ricks handed his blog over to
Bob Woodward to rip Donald Rumsfeld a new
asshole, Ricks shared this quote from H.R.
Haldeman about Rummy as a way to introduce
Rummy’s dismissal of Ricks’ Fiasco and
Woodward’s books.
So in my research on the Vietnam War I
was paging through H.R. Haldeman’s
diaries to see what he says about
General Creighton Abrams and was
surprised to come across his comment
about a former defense secretary we all
know: “typical Rumsfeld, rather slimy
maneuver.” (657)

As Ricks said, pot, kettle.
But proving there is no honor among thieves (and
that you can’t use too many cliches before
noon), Rummy has now hit back at Woodward.
Former Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld’s chief of staff accused
Washington Post reporter Bob Woodward on
Tuesday of practicing “access
journalism,”

and said that Woodward has

been repeatedly accused of “tilting the
facts,”

“misleading remarks,”

“disingenuous statements,” and placing
“book sales above journalism.”
Keith Urbahn, who is also Rumsfeld’s
official spokesperson, made the
accusations in a statement to reporters
in response to Woodward’s scathing
critique of Rumsfeld’s recently released
memoir, Known and Unknown.
[snip]
Urbahn accused Woodward of favoring his
sources and granting them anonymity in
exchange for access, while pushing his

own storyline ahead of the facts.
“The well known story about Bob Woodward
is that he practices what is derided as
‘access journalism,’ whereby he favors
those who provide him with information
and gossip and leak against their
colleagues,” he said in a statement,
which was also posted on Rumsfeld’s
Facebook page. “Those who refuse to play
along, such as Donald Rumsfeld, then pay
the price.”

Another cliche: “I’m rubber and you’re glue…”
Now, as I suggested yesterday, for all of
Woodward’s faults, I was floored when I saw how
meticulously Woodward kept his notes as
exhibited at the Libby trial. Plus, his post
yesterday was really well documented. Not to
mention we all know Rummy’s a pathological liar.
So I’m really just sharing Rummy’s response
because I am loving watching these crotchety old
Nixon-era zombies go after each other.
Plus, I secretly have my fingers crossed that
Cheney will join in any moment now.

