
WILLIAM WELCH AND
DOJ’S MOJO IS NOT
RISEN
Who says fun things don’t come on Fridays? There
is some nice little spooky news on the wire this
afternoon. Jeffrey Sterling, a former veteran
CIA agent on the Iran beat, was charged back in
January with leaking classified information to a
reporter. the reporter is widely known and
accepted to be none other than the New York
Time’s James Risen, and the material supposedly
was contained in his book State of War. The
prosecution, headed by DOJ leak hitman William
Welch (disgraced supervisor in the unethical
prosecution of Ted Stevens). For some unknown
reason, Welch was installed by the Obama/Holder
DOJ as head of their unprecedented crackdown on
leaks to the media.

Looks like Welch may have gotten in front of
himself again. From the Washington Post:

The government’s case against an ex-CIA
officer charged with leaking classified
documents to a reporter may not make it
to trial because of potential issues
with a witness, a federal prosecutor
said Friday.

….

At a pretrial hearing Friday in U.S.
District Court, prosecutor William Welch
told the judge that “potential witness
issues” will determine “whether the case
goes to trial or not.” He did not
elaborate.

Uh huh. What this really means is the court is
not likely to change its mind about compelling
Risen to testify – Judge Brinkema has already
refused and quashed a subpoena once – and the
DOJ’s own written guidelines make it hard for
them to pursue that further. Oh, and they bloody
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well do not have enough admissible evidence to
make their case without Risen. Makes you wonder
just how, and how legally, the prosecution got
much of their evidence.

Something you might would have thought a guy
like Welch, who has made such an embarrassment
of himself in prior big public cases, would have
figured out ahead of time. Hey, who knows, maybe
Welch can salvage his witchhunt against Sterling
and Risen somehow; but you sure don’t see this
kind of banter in open court when things are all
nice and rosy.

William Welch’s mojo ain’t Risen.
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