GRIJALVA: WE JUST GOT
THROWN UNDER THE
BUS
My biggest complain about this statement from
Raúl Grijalva is that he doesn’t say who threw
Democrats and the people they champion under the
bus: President Obama.
That said, his comments about the crossroads
facing the Democratic Party are spot on.
This deal trades peoples’ livelihoods
for the votes of a few unappeasable
right-wing radicals, and I will not
support it. Progressives have been
organizing for months to oppose any
scheme that cuts Medicare, Medicaid or
Social Security, and it now seems clear
that even these bedrock pillars of the
American success story are on the
chopping block. Even if this deal were
not as bad as it is, this would be
enough for me to fight against its
passage.
This deal does not even attempt to
strike a balance between more cuts for
the working people of America and a
fairer contribution from millionaires
and corporations. The very wealthy will
continue to receive taxpayer handouts,
and corporations will keep their
expensive federal giveaways. Meanwhile,
millions of families unfairly lose more
in this deal than they have already
lost. I will not be a part of it.
Republicans have succeeded in imposing
their vision of a country without real
economic hope. Their message has no
public appeal, and Democrats have had
every opportunity to stand firm in the
face of their irrational demands.
Progressives have been rallying support
for the successful government programs

that have meant health and economic
security to generations of our people.
Today we, and everyone we have worked to
speak for and fight for, were thrown
under the bus. We have made our bottom
line clear for months: a final deal must
strike a balance between cuts and
revenue, and must not put all the burden
on the working people of this country.
This deal fails those tests and many
more.
The Democratic Party, no less than the
Republican Party, is at a very serious
crossroads at this moment. For decades
Democrats have stood for a capable,
meaningful government – a government
that works for the people, not just the
powerful, and that represents everyone
fairly and equally. This deal weakens
the Democratic Party as badly as it
weakens the country. We have given much
and received nothing in return. The
lesson today is that Republicans can
hold their breath long enough to get
what they want. While I believe the
country will not reward them for this in
the long run, the damage has already
been done.
A clean debt ceiling vote was the
obvious way out of this, and many House
Democrats have been saying so. Had that
vote failed, the president should have
exercised his Fourteenth Amendment
responsibilities and ended this
manufactured crisis.
This deal is a cure as bad as the
disease. I reject it, and the American
people reject it. The only thing left to
do now is repair the damage as soon as
possible. [my emphasis]

