
JOHN BRENNAN, THE
INTELLIGENCE
COMMUNITY’S ONE MAN
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT
Matt Apuzzo has a story describing three
different responses to growing concerns about
the CIA-on-the-Hudson.

There’s Rush Holt, who unfortunately is no
longer on the House Intelligence Committee and
therefore has limited ability to look into this:

“I believe that these serious and
significant allegations warrant an immediate
investigation,” Holt wrote.

[snip]

Holt, who previously served on the House
Intelligence Committee, said he never
remembers being told about the CIA
partnership or the programs the NYPD was
running.

[snip]

Holt asked for a special prosecutor because
he wanted both the civil rights issues and
the NYPD-CIA collaboration to be
investigated, his office said.

So Holt, who suggests he should have been
informed of the NYPD spook program but wasn’t,
suggests one means of oversight never happened.

There’s Mike Bloomberg, who has been Mayor for
almost the entire post-9/11 period and therefore
ought to have exercised some oversight over this
program:

In New York, Mayor Michael Bloomberg was
asked Thursday about the CIA’s investigation
and whether he thought the partnership
violated any laws.

“How would I know?” Bloomberg replied.
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“They’re doing an investigation. That’s what
— if I knew, I’d be happy to tell them. But
my guess is no.”

Surprisingly, Bloomberg hasn’t thought of
consulting one of NY’s own lawyers, or one of
the thousands of lawyers inhabiting NY, to find
out whether the partnership was legal. A smart
guy like Mayor Mike and he claims not to even
know how he might find out if the program were
legal. Rather than finding out, though, he’s
just gonna guess.

And then, finally, there’s John Brennan, the guy
who apparently did the targeting for Cheney’s
illegal wiretap program and also was personally
involved in one of the whistleblower cases the
Obama Justice Department is prosecuting, who
cites his intimate knowledge of the program as
his basis for being sure there’s no problem.

President Barack Obama’s homeland security
adviser, John Brennan, who was the deputy
executive director the CIA when the NYPD
intelligence programs began, said he was
intimately familiar with the CIA-NYPD
partnership. He said that agency knew what
the rules were and did not cross any lines.

Call me crazy. But I think there’s a third
reason to support Holt’s call for an independent
prosecutor. Not only is Obama’s DOJ personally
involved, but his top Homeland Security advisor
was involved in this mess, too. Given the White
House’s past involvement in shutting down DOJ
investigations pertaining to the Brennan-era
CIA, I’d say we need someone free of that chain
of authority.
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