
GRAHAM THROWS
TANTRUM OVER AN
AFGHANISTAN WITH NO
NIGHT RAIDS OR US
CONTROL OF PRISONS

Proof from April, 2010
that we have trained the
Afghans to manage their
own prisons.

With most eyes yesterday on Super Tuesday and
political wrangling over Iran’s nuclear
technology, not many took notice of the update
from Reuters Tuesday morning letting us know
that an agreement on transfer detention
faciliies to full Afghanistan control is
expected by the end of this week. Lindsey Graham
did notice the news,however, and chose to vent
to Josh Rogin just before lunch.

Lindsey is not happy:

Graham, who has been one of the
strongest congressional supporters for
continuing the U.S. military mission in
Afghanistan beyond 2014, said today that
unless Karzai relents on his demands
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that the United States immediately hand
over control of Afghan prisoners and end
night raids against insurgents, there is
no way the U.S. can achieve its
objectives in Afghanistan and therefore
should just end its involvement there.

“If the president of the country can’t
understand how irrational it is to
expect us to turn over prisoners and if
he doesn’t understand that the night
raids have been the biggest blow to the
Taliban … then there is no hope of
winning. None,” Graham said in the
hallways of the Capitol Building just
before entering the GOP caucus lunch.

“So if he insists that all the prisoners
have to be turned over by March 9 and
that we have to stop night raids, that
means we will fail in Afghanistan and
that means Lindsey Graham pulls the
plug. It means that I no longer believe
we can win and we might as well get out
of there sooner rather than later.”

Graham gets so much wrong in his rant. He seems
to think that the US is planning to hand over
full control of the prisons on Friday. Reuters
reports that the most likely agreement is for
the process to start on Friday but take place
over a six month period:

In a meeting Monday between Afghan
President Hamid Karzai, U.S. ambassador
Ryan Crocker and Gen. John Allen, the
NATO commander in Afghanistan, the
American side proposed a six-month
timeline for the transfer.

Karzai was reported to have set a
deadline of March 9 for the United
States to hand over the detention
facilities.

An Afghan official said that under one
possible scenario, a transfer of prisons
could start within the next few days and



it may be completed within six months.

Next, Graham complains that the Afghans will
merely turn insurgents loose to “start killing
Americans again”, despite the fact that
Afghanistan appears to hang onto some prisoners
long enough to have built up quite a reputation
for torture there.

And Graham seems to have forgotten that training
has been a cornerstone of US policy in
Afghanistan, presumably equipping the Afghans
for the time when we could hand over prisons and
other security arrangements to the Afghans so
that we could go home. We gave Brig. Gen.
Saffiullah his colorful certificate showing he
had been trained almost two years ago, so why
shouldn’t he be able to take full charge of the
prisons now?

But Graham is not upset just about prisons. He
also doesn’t want to lose night raids, which
also are likely to be a part of the agreement
with Afghanistan:

Afghanistan wants the United States and
NATO to agree to stop carrying out night
raids on Afghan homes as a precondition
for signing an agreement with Washington
and a timeline to assume control over
detention centers.

Graham told Rogin night raids are too valuable a
tool to give up:

“But I’m not going to support signing
that agreement if Karzai insists that we
end night raids, which are the biggest
blow available to our forces against the
enemy,” he said. “If he requires that we
end night raids, we’ll have no hope of
being successful.”

It can be argued that night raids are perhaps
the signature action of the US presence in
Afghanistan. Despite Graham’s insistence that
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the raids are successful, the reality of overall
violence going up over time simply because of
the US being present argues fairly strongly that
night raids in fact make Afghanistan less
stable.

Despite his protesting, however, Graham does get
one thing right. Handing over control of the
prisons as a first step toward full withdrawal
from Afghanistan makes perfect sense. He can
stomp his foot and protest all he wants, but if
an agreement putting us on that course can be
signed by the end of the week, I would think
that is something most Americans will celebrate.
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