UNIVISION’S FOLLOW-UP
QUESTION
Univision’s Adriana Vargas just interviewed
President Obama. After three questions about the
immigration bill, she asked whether Obama would
consider Ray Kelly to run Department of Homeland
Security.
Obama, of course, was effusive about the idea of
appointing Mr. Stop & Frisk to be in charge of
the immigration system.
Vargas: Mr. President, New York
Commissioner Ray Kelly has been floated
for the next DHS Secretary. What is your
take on it?
Obama: Well, Ray Kelly has obviously
done an extraordinary job in New York
and the federal government partners a
lot with New York. Because obviously our
concerns about terrorism oftentimes are
focused on big city targets. And I think
Ray Kelly is one of the best there is.
So he’s been an outstanding leader in
New York. We’ve had an outstanding
leader in Janet Napolitano at the
Department of Homeland Security. It’s a
tough job. It’s one of the toughest jobs
in Washington. She’s done an
extraordinary job. We’re sorry to see
her go. But you know, we’re going to
have a bunch of strong candidates. Mr.
Kelly might be very happy where he is.
But if he’s not I’d want to know about
it. ‘Cause you know, obviously he’d be
very well qualified for the job.

Janet Napolitano? Outstanding leader.
Ray Kelly? Outstanding leader, according to
Obama.
So Vargas then asked about a core DHS failure:
Hurricane Sandy Recovery, where just a quarter

of families have gotten FEMA relief (about half
of the relief funding remains unallocated).
Obama boasts about spending a quarter of the
disaster relief funds, then shifts the subject
to Shawn Donovan.
AV: I have one last question regarding
our geographical area of course and it’s
regarding the efforts of recovery after
Sandy. Only a quarter of the families
have received FEMA resources. What would
be your message to those families among
them obviously a lot of Latino families?
PBO: Well, you know, we’ve distributed
over $4 billion dollars since Sandy
happened. $1.4 billion of that has been
directly to families through FEMA. And
we are continuing to not only try to get
resources out. But also I’ve got a team
headed up by Shaun Donovan, our
Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development to try to design a
rebuilding process that strengthens
these communities post-Sandy, so that if
there are tragedies in the future
they’re in a stronger position than they
were. But, you know, individual families
it’s always tough. Some may qualify for
some assistance, but don’t feel like
they’ve gotten everything that they
need. You know, we’re doing as much as
we can with the resources that we’ve
been given from Congress. And we’re in
close communication with Governor
Christie and Governor Cuomo and all the
local municipalities to do everything we
can to help businesses and families get
back on their feet. And we’re not going
to stop until we get it done.

Obama’s “outstanding” head of Homeland Security,
of course, is ultimately responsible for Sandy
recovery.
And that’s apparently what he sees in Ray Kelly,

too.

