THE MANEUVERS TO GET
AHEAD OF THE NSA
REVIEW GROUP
RECOMMENDATIONS
Here’s a quick summary of all the events
happening in response to the NSA Review Group
report:
Tuesday, January 7: James Clapper “and
other Intelligence Community Leaders”
meet with Geoffrey Stone, Cass Sunstein,
and Peter Swire; SSCI holds closed
briefing with Review Group
Wednesday, January 8: Obama meets with
Intelligence Community leaders; Obama
meets with PCLOB; NatSec Aides and
Congressional staffers meet in Situation
Room
Thursday, January 9: Obama meets with
(reportedly invited) Dianne Feinstein,
Saxby Chambliss, Mike Rogers, Dutch
Ruppersberger, Pat Leahy, Chuck
Grassley, Bob Goodlatte, John Conyers,
Ron Wyden, Mark Udall, and Jim
Sensenbrenner
Tuesday, January 14: Review Group
testifies publicly before Senate
Judiciary Committee

PCLOB, which I believe has a better
understanding of the dragnet than several
members of the Review Group, was supposed to
present its own recommendations sometime this
month, and the White House claims to be
conducting its own internal review which is
finishing up work.
I raise this schedule to point to the several
times when Obama will meet with advocates for
reform in a venue where some horse-trading can
go on. Not only will he meet with PCLOB before

their recommendations come out (as he met with
the Review Group), but he will have the sponsors
of legislation that would reform NSA and FBI’s
counterterrorism programs, as well as Wyden and
Udall, in a room with a larger number of
opponents of reform.
Jay Carney said today Obama will introduce his
own “reforms” before the State of the Union on
January 28. But I wouldn’t be surprised if Obama
moved to pre-empt these other discussions even
earlier than that, as he did with the Review
Group suggestion that the Director of the NSA
position be split from the Cybercommand
position.
Will he try to get an agreement from the
legislative critics to withdraw their
legislation if he makes some changes as
executive prerogative?

