
PAUSE IN AFGHAN
PRESIDENTIAL
CAMPAIGN WITH DEATH
OF VICE PRESIDENT;
TALIBAN VOW TO
DISRUPT
Afghanistan’s Vice President Muhammad Qasim
Fahim died yesterday, in what the New York Times
described as a heart attack. Fahim was a warlord
with a checkered past and had ties, through a
brother, to the looting and downfall of Kabul
Bank. Because of his death, Afghanistan has
declared a three day pause in campaigning for
next month’s election to replace Hamid Karzai.
The Taliban has taken advantage of this pause to
warn Afghan citizens against voting and to
threaten violence against those who do vote.

The Times brings us more of Fahim’s history:

Though Mr. Fahim was at the center of
Mr. Karzai’s government, the two shared
a tumultuous history. In the mid-1990s,
when Mr. Fahim was in charge of the
Afghan intelligence service after the
fall of the Soviet-backed regime, he
ordered the arrest of Mr. Karzai, then
the deputy foreign minister, on
suspicion of spying for a rival faction
within the government. The future
president managed to escape when a
rocket hit the prison where he was being
held.

Nearly a decade later, Mr. Fahim backed
Mr. Karzai’s bid to lead Afghanistan
after the Taliban’s fall, and in
exchange was named defense minister. But
within months, as Mr. Karzai began
moving to sideline Mr. Fahim, American
officials picked up intelligence that
the defense minister was considering an
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attempt to assassinate the president,
according to current and former Afghan
and American officials with firsthand
knowledge of the episode. To head off
the threat, the Americans quickly
replaced the Fahim loyalists who were
guarding Mr. Karzai with United States
Army Rangers.

But they did not replace Mr. Fahim,
concluding that the young Afghan
government was too weak to risk a
confrontation with one of Afghanistan’s
most powerful warlords. American and
Afghan officials instead settled for
vague statements that suggested Taliban
threats had led to the bodyguard swap.

Reuters brings us the threat to the election
issued by the Taliban:

The Afghan Taliban said on Monday next
month’s presidential election was being
manipulated by the United States, which
had already chosen the winner, and
threatened to use “full force” in
attacking anyone taking part.

Two campaign workers have already been
killed and at least one presidential
candidate has been assaulted during
campaigning for the April 5 poll, the
first democratic transition of power in
the country’s history.

The Taliban said the proceedings were
being stage-managed by the United
States.

“The people should realize that the
election will bear no result because the
real elections have taken place in CIA
and Pentagon offices and their favorite
candidate has already been chosen,” the
Taliban said in a statement.

“…All fighters are given orders to
disrupt this sham elections by full
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force and bring under attacks election
workers, activists, volunteers and those
providing security everywhere. If
someone takes part in this (election),
they will be responsible for the bad
consequences themselves.”

What stands out to me in this statement from the
Taliban is that they claim the US (through the
CIA) has already chosen the winner of the
election, but they don’t say which candidate has
been chosen. Just last week, Hamid Karzai’s
brother withdrew from the campaign and threw his
support to the candidate Karzai is said to
favor. But this article on that development from
The Guardian shows that there is no clear
frontrunner and that the Karzais’ chosen
candidate has little current backing:

Qayum Karzai’s decision to back the low-
profile former foreign minister Zalmai
Rassoul creates a powerful ticket that
appears to carry the covert blessing of
the country’s leader, and consolidates
the strongest block of support from the
last poll – ethnic Pashtuns from the
south – behind one candidate.

Both men will stay on the ballot papers,
as it is too late to make changes, but
Qayum Karzai will be telling his
supporters to cast their vote for
Rassoul to continue a decade of
progress, he said at a brief press
conference convened to announce the
long-rumoured union.

/snip/

They have two main rivals, who at the
moment are both on track to win more
than a quarter of the votes, recent
polls show.

One is the academic and financial
reformer Ashraf Ghani, who has allied
with a civil-war era warlord to boost
his chances after a dismal showing in
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2009.

The other is Abdullah Abdullah, Karzai’s
main challenger in the last election,
who has spent the intervening
years building a grassroots support
network in his northern base and beyond.

Even with a combined ticket Rassoul and
Karzai lag far behind, but more
aggressive campaigning in the south
could rapidly change election dynamics
and there is room for more high-profile
support.

Returning to the threats from the Taliban,
Khaama Press has more:

Taliban in a statement said America is
looking to prolong its presence and
occupation of Afghanistan through an
indirect method – elections, after they
failed in occupying the country through
direction incasion.

The statement further added that America
will install a head of state who appears
to be an Afghan but will have American
mentality, vision, deeds, creed and
ideals while openly being in conflict
with the clear teachings of the sacred
religion of Islam.

This approach from the Taliban fits well with
the hopes expressed by the US that Afghanistan’s
next president will sign the Bilateral Security
Agreement, allowing some US troops to remain in
Afghanistan after the end of this year. The next
month or so will have very much to say about how
long and under what terms the US remains in
Afghanistan.
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