WHAT IF US
GOVERNMENT HAD NOT
DEMANDED WE “DROP
IT” ON MALIKI’S
CORRUPTION IN 2010?
The other day, Marc Lynch wrote a piece posing
these questions about the ISIS advance in Iraq.
The more interesting questions are about
Iraq itself. Why are these cities
falling virtually without a fight? Why
are so many Iraqi Sunnis seemingly
pleased to welcome the takeover from the
Iraqi government by a truly extremist
group with which they have a long,
violent history? Why are Iraqi Sunni
political factions and armed groups,
which previously fought against al-Qaeda
in Iraq, now seemingly cooperating with
ISIS? Why is the Iraqi military
dissolving rather than fighting to hold
its territory? How can the United States
help the Iraqi government fight ISIS
without simply enabling Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki’s authoritarianism and
sectarianism?
The most important answers lie inside
Iraqi politics. Maliki lost Sunni Iraq
through his sectarian and authoritarian
policies. His repeated refusal over long
years to strike an urgently needed
political accord with the Sunni
minority, his construction of corrupt,
ineffective and sectarian state
institutions, and his heavy-handed
military repression in those areas are
thekey factors in the long-developing
disintegration of Iraq.

President Obama alluded similarly to Maliki’s
failures in the comments he just made (will

update when the transcript becomes available).
One challenge the US is facing as it tries to
prevent the complete disintegration of the
Middle East is that Nuri al-Maliki, long our
(forced) partner in governing Iraq, has chosen
the path of corruption and repression. Maliki
largely enabled the assault in Iraq.
On February 28, 2013, Chelsea Manning made a
statement before her providence inquiry. As part
of that, she explained why she leaked details of
the abusive crackdowns by the Iraqi Federal
Police.
On 27 February 2010, a report was
received from a subordinate battalion.
The report described an event in which
the FP detained fifteen (15) individuals
for printing “anti-Iraqi literature.” By
2 March 2010, I received instructions
from an S3 section officer in the
2-10BCT Tactical Operations Center to
investigate the matter, and figure out
who these “bad guys” were, and how
significant this event was for the FP.
Over the course of my research, I found
that none of the individuals had
previous ties with anti-Iraqi actions or
suspected terrorist or militia groups. A
few hours later, I received several
photos from the scene from the
subordinate battalion.
[snip]
I printed a blown up copy of the highresolution photo, and laminated it for
ease of storage and transfer. I then
walked to the TOC and delivered the
laminated copy to our category 2
interpreter. She reviewed the
information and about a half-hour later
delivered a rough written transcript in
English to the S2 section.
I read the transcript, and followed up
with her, asking for her take on its

contents. She said it was easy for her
to transcribe verbatim since I blew up
the photograph and laminated it. She
said the general nature of the document
was benign. The documentation, as I
assessed as well, was merely a scholarly
critique of the then-current Iraqi Prime
Minister, Nouri al-Maliki. It detailed
corruption within the cabinet of alMaliki’s government, and the financial
impact of this corruption on the Iraqi
people.
After discovering this discrepancy
between FP’s report, and the
interpreter’s transcript, I forwarded
this discovery, in person to the TO OIC
and Battle NCOIC.
The TOC OIC and, the overhearing
Battlecaptain, informed me they didn’t
need or want to know this information
any more. They told me to “drop it” and
to just assist them and the FP in
finding out where more of these print
shops creating “anti-Iraqi literature”
might be. I couldn’t believe what I
heard, (24-25)

Manning, we’ve been told over and over again,
was not a whistleblower. Because, I guess,
Maliki’s corruption and repression were not a
problem in 2010?

