
EDWARD SNOWDEN’S
SMUT
In an interview with the Guardian published
yesterday, Edward Snowden claimed that
compromising pictures get shared around NSA.

Made a startling claim that a culture
exists within the NSA in which, during
surveillance, nude photographs picked up
of people in “sexually compromising”
situations are routinely passed around.

Boing Boing transcribed his comments on it.

The usual whiners are suggesting Snowden is
making this up and demanding proof.

They seem to have forgotten the proof we’ve
already seen of NSA officially retaining
sexually compromising material. Here’s what Bart
Gellman described in a follow-up to WaPo’s
recent report on the data collected under
Section 702.

Among the large majority of people who
are not NSA targets, many of the
conversations in our sample are
exceedingly private. Often they are very
far from publishable, without editing.

Him: “How about you [verb,
possessive adjective, noun]

Her: “I [verb] if you [another
verb].”

Him: “That can be arranged.”

Her: “I really need punishment.”

Another young woman, also not a target,
responds to a suitor who proposes to pay
a visit.
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Her: “don’t think that would b
fair on the guy im seeing”

Him: “you can be a bit naughty
at times lol”

Her: “Yeah lol”

The conversation proceeds from there.

This is stuff officially retained by NSA. This
is stuff they claim has foreign intelligence
value. This is sexually compromising. And
Gellman says many of the retained communications
are like that.

Sure, I get that NSA wants to contact chain on
who’s fucking whom, just as they want to chain
on who’s calling whom.  But to do that, they’re
retaining smut.


