
MOUSSAOUI WANTS TO
TESTIFY AGAINST THE
SAUDI BANKS
Zacarias Moussaoui sent a letter to the judge
presiding over a lawsuit against Jordanian Arab
Bank, offering to testify against that bank and
several Saudi banks that he says supported 9/11.

I want to testify against financial
institutions such as Arab Bank, Saudi
American Bank, the National Commercial
Bank of Saudi Arabia for their support
and financing of Usama bin Laden and Al
Qaeda from the time of the Eastern
Africa embassy bombing, U.S.S. Cole
bombing and 9/11.

As Alison Frankel — who broke this story —
noted, Moussaoui’s testimony would be
inappropriate in the case in question, which
found that Arab Bank funded Hamas.

But that’s not the most interesting part of her
report (and Moussaoui’s letter). He claims the
lawyers for the 9/11 victims have tried to meet
with him in the SuperMax at Florence, CO, and
also claims he sent a letter to the judge
presiding over that case, where his testimony
would be on point.

Moussaoui said that plaintiffs’ lawyers
representing victims of the Sept. 11
attacks have requested permission to
meet with him but that prison officials
have denied the request. Moussaoui also
claimed that he has previously offered
to testify about al Qaeda financing in
letters to the judge overseeing the
Sept. 11 victims’ consolidated
litigation, U.S. District Judge George
Daniels of Manhattan, but that he does
not know if the prison has mailed them.
The docket in that case does not show
any communications from Moussaoui, who
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was once named as a defendant by Sept.
11 victims.

The implication is that the Special
Administrative Measures to which Moussaoui is
subject may be preventing his letters from
getting out or plaintiffs lawyers from being
able to meet with him.

I’m not convinced Moussaoui would really have
known about the financing of the 9/11 attack;
from reports, al Qaeda kept the operation much
better compartmented than that, and Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed reportedly had real questions
about the competence of Moussaoui (which is why
he got others for the mission). Plus,
Moussaoui’s been in solitary so long, it’s
unclear how cogent he can be (though his letter
sounds more cogent than some of what he sent
during his own trial).

Still, I am curious whether the government has
been using the SAMs imposed on Moussaoui as yet
another way to bury larger Saudi complicity in
the attacks.


