RICHARD BURR’S IP
DRAGNET DISAPPEARS
INTO THE MEMORY HOLE
As I noted yesterday, Richard Burr gave a
planned colloquy on the Senate floor yesterday
in which he said bulk collection included IP
addresses.
Now what’s bulk data? Bulk data is
storing telephone numbers and IP
addresses — we have no idea who they
belong to — that are domestic. And the
whole basis behind this program is that
as a cell phone is picked up in Syria,
and you look at the phone numbers that
phone talked to, if there’s some in the
United States we’d like to know that —
at least law enforcement would like to
know it — so that we can understand if
there’s a threat against us here in the
homeland or somewhere else in the world.
So Section 215 allows the NSA to collect
in bulk telephone numbers and IP
addresses with no identifier on it. We
couldn’t tell you who that American
might be. [my emphasis]

Here’s a CSPAN clip of that discussion.
Curiously, here’s how that passage looks in the
Congressional Record. (h/t Steven Aftergood)
What is bulk data? Bulk data is storing
telephone numbers–we have no idea to
whom they belong–that are foreign and
domestic. The whole basis behind this
program is that as a cell phone is
picked up in Syria and we look at the
phone numbers that phone talked to, if
it is someone in the United States, we
would like to know that–at least law
enforcement would like to know it–so we
can understand if there is a threat
against us here in the homeland or

somewhere else in the world.
Section 215 allows the NSA to collect,
in bulk, telephone numbers with no
identifier on them. We couldn’t tell you
who that American might be. [my
emphasis]

Note, the Congressional record also added
“foreign” on to the description of telephone
numbers collected. We know NSA collects IP
addresses overseas, so it may be that’s what
Burr was thinking about (or it may be in this
doctored Congressional record, he added foreign
because that would be unsurprising).
I called Burr’s office yesterday to ask about
this, but have thus far gotten no response.

