JIM COMEY IMPUGNS
POT SMOKERS AGAIN
Reason reports that the American Legion just
passed a resolution calling on Congress to
reclassify cannabis.
One of the potential medical values of
medical marijuana is as a treatment for
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
And in what must certainly at this point
make it abundantly clear where the
majority of Americans stand on marijuana
use, the American Legion has just voted
at its national convention to support a
resolution calling on Congress to
legislatively reclassify cannabis and
place it in a category that recognizes
its potential value.
The resolution, readable here at
marijuana.com, highlights a number of
important statistics that have helped
push the Legion to support it. Across
two years, the Department of Veterans
Affairs have diagnosed thousands of
Afghanistan and Iraq War veterans as
having PTSD or Traumatic Brain Injuries
(TBI). More than 1,300 veterans in
fiscal year 2009 were hospitalized for
brain injuries. And the resolution notes
that systems in the brain can respond to
60 different chemicals found in
cannabis.
Therefore, the American Legion wants the
DEA to license privately-funded medical
marijuana and research facilities and to
reclassify marijuana away from being
lumped in with drugs like cocaine and
meth.

If veterans suffering from PTSD were able to use
cannabis as treatment, we would have to add them
to the list of people — like Malia Obama — whom
Jim Comey thinks don’t have integrity.

For the second time in as many months, Comey
last week used the example of people who smoke
pot (on their way to an interview, at least) to
describe a lack of integrity.
To have a cyber special agent, you need
three buckets of attributes. You need
integrity, which is non-negotiable. You
need physicality. We’re going to give
you a gun on behalf of the United States
of America, you need to be able to run,
fight, and shoot. So there’s a
physicality required. And obviously
there’s an intelligence we need for any
special agent, but to be a cyber special
agent, we need a highly sophisticated,
specialized technical expertise.
Those three buckets are rare to find in
the same human being in nature. We will
find people of great integrity, who have
technical talent, and can’t squeeze out
more than two or three push-ups. We may
find people of great technical talent
who want to smoke weed on the way to the
interview. So we’re staring at that,
asking ourselves, “Are there other ways
to find this talent, to equip this
talent, to grow this talent?” One of the
things we’re looking at is, if we find
people of integrity and physicality and
high intelligence, can we grow our own
cyber expertise inside the organization?
Or can we change the mix in cyber
squads? A cyber squad today is normally
eight special agents—gun-carrying people
with integrity, physicality, high
intelligence, and technical expertise.
Ought the mix to be something else? A
smaller group of this, and a group of
high-integrity people with technical
expertise who are called cyber
investigators?

I get that this cute labeling of pot smokers as
lacking integrity is part of his script (he used
almost the same lines in both speeches), perhaps

to avoid thinking about what it means that our
nation can’t best fight the alleged biggest
threat to it because of outdated laws. But
either he has given no thought about the words
that are falling out of his mouth (indeed, he
also seems to have no understanding of the the
words “adult” and “mature” mean, which are other
words he tends to wield in profoundly
troublesome fashion), or the nation’s top cop
really can’t distinguish between law — and that,
not even in all states anymore — and ethics.

