SENATE JUDICIARY
COMMITTEE
REPUBLICANS HAVE NO
EXCUSE FOR NOT DOING
SOMETHING ABOUT
WHITE SUPREMACIST
VIOLENCE

Last I checked, the following Republicans on the
Senate Judiciary Committee have criticized white
supremacists, violence, and/or Trump's
appeasement of the former in Charlotteville.

Chuck Grassley, Senate Judiciary Committee
Chair:

What ” WhiteNatjonalist” are doing in
Charlottesville is homegrown terrorism
that can’t be tolerated anymore that
what Any extremist does

Orrin Hatch, President pro tempore:

We should call evil by its name. My
brother didn’t give his life fighting
Hitler for Nazi ideas to go unchallenged
here at home

Their tiki torches may be fueled by
citronella but their ideas are fueled by
hate, & have no place in civil society.

Lindsey Graham, Chair of Subcommittee on Crime
and Terrorism:

The South Carolina Republican called on
Attorney General Jeff Sessions to go to
Virginia and “personally handle domestic
terrorism investigations” and alleged
civil rights abuses by the Ku Klux Klan
and neo-Nazis “who took this young
woman’s life.”
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Graham was referring to Heather Heyer,
32, who was killed when a car ran into a
group of counter-protesters Saturday in
Charlottesville where white supremacists
and neo-Nazis were holding a “Unite the
Right” rally. Many more were injured.

Graham additionally proposed the
Departments of Justice and Homeland
Security form a task force on the threat
of white supremacist groups and report
back to Congress with potential
solutions for cracking down on them.

“This is an opportunity for the Trump
administration to come down like a
hammer on white supremacists,” Graham
said during a news conference in his
Columbia office. “And I hope they do.”

John Cornyn, Chair of Subcommittee on Border
Security and Immigration and Senate Majority
Whip:

No place for the bigotry & hate-filled
violence in #Charlottesville. These
actions should be condemned in the
strongest possible terms.

And (update, from August 17):

We’ve all been shocked that the unhealed
wounds of the nation’s racial divide
flared up in such a surprising and
disturbing way,” Cornyn said in a
Chronicle interview. “I think the
president had an opportunity to send a
message that would unite America behind
our common resolve to heal those wounds
and unite our country, and unfortunately
I don’t think he did that.”

Ted Cruz, Chair of Subcommittee on the
Constitution, who while Chair of the
Subcommittee on Oversight, Agency Action,
Federal Rights and Federal Courts, had a hearing
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on the importance of naming Islamic terrorism

Islamic terrorism:

But,

It’'s tragic and heartbreaking to see
hatred and racism once again mar our
great Nation with bloodshed. Heidi's and
my prayers are with the loved ones of
those killed and injured in the ongoing
violence in Charlottesville. The First
Amendment protects the rights of all
Americans to speak their minds
peaceably, but violence, brutality, and
murder have no place in a civilized
society.

The Nazis, the KKK, and white
supremacists are repulsive and evil, and
all of us have a moral obligation to
speak out against the lies, bigotry,
anti-Semitism, and hatred that they
propagate. Having watched the horrifying
video of the car deliberately crashing
into a crowd of protesters, I urge the
Department of Justice to immediately
investigate and prosecute this grotesque
act of domestic terrorism.

These bigots want to tear our country
apart, but they will fail. America is
far better than this. Our Nation was
built on fundamental truths, none more
central than the proposition ‘that all
men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Happiness.’

“One of the things we’re seeing going on
is the media and the Democrats are, to
the surprise of no one, demagoguing this
issue and using it for political
advantage,” Cruz said. “So, in the
media’s telling, they want to tar and
feather any Republican, any
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conservative, and paint us all as these
crazy racist nutbags.”

Jeff Flake, Chair of Subcommittee Privacy,
Technology, and the Law):

We can’'t accept excuses for white
supremacy & acts of domestic terrorism.
We must condemn. Period.

Flake, more generally:

Under our Constitution, there simply are
not that many people who are in a
position to do something about an
executive branch in chaos. As the first
branch of government (Article I), the
Congress was designed expressly to
assert itself at just such moments. It
is what we talk about when we talk about
“checks and balances.” Too often, we
observe the unfolding drama along with
the rest of the country, passively, all
but saying, “Someone should do
something!” without seeming to realize
that that someone is us. And so, that
unnerving silence in the face of an
erratic executive branch is an
abdication, and those in positions of
leadership bear particular
responsibility.

Ben Sasse, Chair of Subcommittee on Oversight,
Agency Action, Federal Rights and Federal
Courts:

“I refuse to accept that mankind is
tragically bound to the starless
midnight of racism.. Unconditional love
will have the final word” -MLK

“My dream is of a place and a time where
America will once again be seen as the
last best hope of earth.” -Abraham
Lincoln

“We hold these truths to be self-
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evident, that ALL men are created equal,
that they are endowed, by their Creator
with..unalienable Rights”

These people are utterly revolting—and
have no understanding of America. This
creedal nation explicitly rejects “blood
& so0il” nationalism.

John Kennedy:

Violence and hatred are never the
answer.

There are 20 members of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, 11 Republicans and 9 Democrats. Of
the Republicans, eight have made statements at
least condemning the violence in
Charlottesville, even if Cornyn and Kennedy,
among others, are obviously issuing empty
condemnations.

If even two of the Republicans who’ve made
statements condemning the right wing violence in
Charlottesville are serious — or more
specifically serious about actions that DOJ must
take, as in comments that both Lindsey and Cruz
made — then they’ve got the numbers to make it
happen.

They've got the numbers to force DOJ to refund
the Life After Hate program, which white
supremacist Seb Gorka’'s wife Katherine defunded.
They've got the numbers to ask Jefferson
Beauregard Sessions whether his D0J will treat
this act of terrorism as terrorism. They’ve got
the numbers to ask whether FBI ignored warnings
of surging white supremacism.

Republicans often complain that there’s nothing
they can do about their unmanageable President.
This is one case where that’s patently false.
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