SERGEI MILLIAN AND
THE SIMPSON
TESTIMONY
Glenn Simpson’s testimony to the House
Intelligence Committee was actually far more
informative than that he gave to the Senate
Judiciary Committee. I get the feeling we all
might have been better served had Simpson
released Fusion’s own research on Trump rather
than the Steele dossier (and it might have
avoided all the drama over the dossier).
I was particularly interested in Simpson’s
extended comments about Sergei Millian, who ran
a sketchy Russian-American chamber of commerce
organization (here’s a David Corn profile that
surely is influenced by Fusion), who has been
alleged by many outlets (WSJ, ABC, WaPo) to be
one (D) or another (E) source for the Steele
dossier (note, Steele’s labels for sources in
the dossier were not consistent, and other
figures must be one or another of those letters
in some reports).
Simpson described that his own, unpublished
research showed that Millian had ties to the
Trump camp going back years, first in
conjunction with an effort to help Trump brand
vodka under his own name in Russia.
And there was, prior to the 2013 Miss
Universe fair, there.was an earlier
Trump vodka marketing project in Russia
that later became something that we were
very interested in.
[snip]
MR. SIMPSON: Well, one of the guys who
organized this trip was a guy who’s
currently known as Sergi Millian. And
he’s been in the press a good bit, I
think, although not recently. And, you
know, he came up in connection with
that, and then he came up in connection

with Chris’ work as one of the people
around Trump who had a Russian
background, and unexplained, you know, a
lot of unexplained things. So when we
looked at him, we found that he ran a
sort of shadowy kind of trade group
called the Russian-American Chamber of
Commerce, which is — Russians are known
to use chambers of commerce and trade
groups as fronts for intelligence
operations.
And this guy, his name – his real name
or his original n_ame that he came to
the United States wasn’t Sergi Millian.
It was Siarhei Kukuts, and that’s a
pretty different name.
And he changed his name when he got to
Atlanta. And when we looked at him some
more, we found two different resumes for
him. In one resume he said he was from
Belarus and he went to Minsk State; and
then in another he was from Moscow and
went to Moscow State. In one he said he
worked for the Belarussian Foreign
Ministry; in the other, he said he
worked for the Russian Foreign Ministry.
He was a linguist, also an interesting
thing about his background. And as time
went on, yeah, we found other things
about him.

Simpson also described Millian dealing Trump
condos to Russians.
We found a picture of him with Donald
Trump. He boasted to people that he had
sold hundreds of millions of dollars in
Trump condos, Trump real estate to
Russians, that he was some kind of
exclusive agent for Trump in Russia and
that he organized this trade fair.

That may refer to Millian’s involvement in the
Trump Hollywood project. Simpson describes him

playing a role that has been alleged of others
in Trump’s Soho project — falsely claiming there
were more buyers for the project than there
really were.
MR. SCHIFF: And tell me about the Trump
Hollywood project. That was an example
of the latter or the former? Did they
get the financing from what you could
tell because they got a bunch of
Russians to pre-sale, or did they go to
a bank and say these are our investors,
or how did they go about that?
MR. SIMPSON: Well, eventually, I mean,
they lost the project. It went under. I,
can’t – I’m not – I’m sure we did look
at who the creditors were, who the
lenders were. This is the project that
Sergi Millian appears to have been
involved in, and there’s a picture of
Jorge Perez, Donald Trump, and Sergi
Millian.
And he tells a story about meeting
Donald Trump at the golf — at a
racetrack, drinking a bottle of Crystal
with him, seems — he gave him
some Crystal. And that was in the early
phases of the project. So it was clear
that Donald Trump — so the equity
partner was the related group. It was
clear that this Russian had been brought
into this with Trump, and what you can
surmise from that is that he’s there to
say there are buyers. We can bring you
buyers for this property. And that’s
what a developer needs to know is that
he’s got buyer interest.
MR. SCHIFF: And how does it work? Let’s
say Sergi Millian or someone else lines
up the Russian buyers. The Russian
buyers sign pre-sale agreements. Trump
can then get financing for the res! of
the project. Do the buyers go through
and buy the properties, or is that no
longer necessary, once you’ve obtained

the bank financing you can actually sell
them to real people?

Simpson describes Millian’s role in an NGO that
— public reporting had revealed years earlier —
had been investigated by the FBI as a recruiting
organization.
And then, I guess, last but not least,
he, you know – as we became more and
more interested in his background and
the press started to write stories about
him, it came out that he was associated
with this Russian friendship entity
called Rossotrudnichestvo, and that he
was involved in organizing a junket to
Moscow for some American businessmen
that was the subject of an FBI
investigation, because it was a
suspected recruiting operation. And the
FBI had questioned people who were
involved in this trip about whether they
were recruited by the Russians when they
went to Moscow.
So it was that kind of thing.

Finally, Simpson claims his research established
ties between Millian and Trump lawyer Michael
Cohen (though it’s not clear whether this
involved anything beyond Twitter exchanges) that
Cohen subsequently tried to downplay.
And then, you know, as further time went
on, we found he was connected to Michael
Cohen, the President’s lawyer. And
eventually, after boasting about a lot
of this stuff on camera, on tape, to the
TV network, he backed away from all of
it suddenly when the Russia controversy
began to get hot.
And Michael Cohen was very adamant that
he didn’t actually have a connection to
Sergi, even though he was one of only
like 100 people who followed Sergi on
Twitter. And they — we had Twitter

messages back and forth between the two
of them just – we just pulled them off
of Twitter.

There are two reasons this is interesting.
First, as the NYT noted, in the wake of Trump’s
victory, Millian proposed a business deal with
George Papadopoulos, with whom he had gotten
close in the previous six months.
Mr. Trump’s improbable victory raised
Mr. Papadopoulos’s hopes that he might
ascend to a top White House job. The
election win also prompted a business
proposal from Sergei Millian, a
naturalized American citizen born in
Belarus. After he had contacted Mr.
Papadopoulos out of the blue over
LinkedIn during the summer of 2016, the
two met repeatedly in Manhattan.
[snip]
Mr. Millian proposed that he and Mr.
Papadopoulos form an energy-related
business that would be financed by
Russian billionaires “who are not under
sanctions” and would “open all doors for
us” at “any level all the way to the
top.”
One billionaire, he said, wanted to
explore the idea of opening a Trumpbranded hotel in Moscow. “I know the
president will distance himself from
business, but his children might be
interested,” he wrote.

I think Millian’s cultivation of Papadopoulos
likely explains this reference in the affidavit
supporting Papadopoulos’ arrest, showing
Papadopoulos asking Ivan Timofeev over Facebook
on July 22, 2016 for any information he had on
someone he was about to meet for the first time
(see my timeline here).

“If you know any background of him that
is noteworthy before I see him, kindly
send my way.”

That would say that, on the same day WikiLeaks
released the DNC emails — which itself took
place a day after Papadopoulos signaled
something about Trump’s RNC speech to Timofeev —
Millian started cultivating Papadopoulos, who
apparently had started spending more time in
NYC.
And, according to the NYT, that cultivation
ended up right where Michael Cohen had started
in November 2015, discussing a deal for a Trump
Tower in Moscow which inexplicably related to
Trump winning election, with oligarchs who could
evade US sanctions.
Cohen to Millian to Papadopoulos full circle, in
the course of one year.
And if I’m right that that Facebook message that
Papadopoulos tried to delete indicates a
Timofeev role in Millian’s cultivation of
Papadopoulos, it suggests a good deal of
orchestration on that front.
Which brings me to Simpson’s comments about
Millian and the dossier.
In the first exchange about Millian, Simpson
dodges on whether — as had been publicly
reported, perhaps even based on sources close to
Simpson — Millian was one of the sources for the
dossier.
MR. SCHIFF: To your knowledge, was Mr.
Millian one of the sources for
Christopher Steele in the dossier?
MR. SIMPSON: I’m not in a position to
get into the identity of the sources for
the dossier for security reasons,
primarily.

But there’s a more interesting exchange later,
where, in response to a Mike Quigley question

about Simpson’s non-public production, Simpson
first offers up the non-sequitur that Fusion
didn’t leak the dossier to BuzzFeed, then offers
a seemingly different non-sequitur about the
import of Sergei Millian.
MR. QUIGLEY: The dossier was published.
Other elements were published. What
wasn’t published? Are there still
documents? Is there still information
that was garnered by either Mr. Steele
or others that the public isn’t aware of
at this point, on this point?
MR. SIMPSON: Well, to just put it on the
record, we were not the ones that gave
this document to Buzzfeed, and I was not
happy when this was published. I was
very upset. I thought it was a very
dangerous thing and that someone had
violated my confidences, in any event. I
think the story is largely known and
that there’s very little that was left
on the cutting room table from that
time. I think, you know, there’s a
little bit of, you know, color, I would
say. You know, this guy that we were
talking about earlier, Sergi Millian,
isn’t named in the dossier, but is
someone who was important.

In this bizarre series of non-sequiturs, Simpson
appears to connect Millian with the leak of the
dossier, which led to the lawfare that in turn
led to the campaign to discredit the entire
Mueller investigation by focusing on the
dossier.
He almost certainly wasn’t the leaker; John
McCain associate David Kramer almost certainly
was.
But I wonder if, as part of the plan (in which
former McCain campaign manager Paul Manafort may
have been involved) to use the dossier to
undercut the investigation, someone in Millian’s
orbit encouraged its leak?

