WILBUR ROSS LETS HIS
INNER TRUMPIAN
GEORGE WALLACE
BIGOT FREAK FLAG FLY
The real Mr.
Magoo of the
Trump
Administrati
on, Wilbur
Ross, this
morning went
on a full
court press,
with the
press, to
promote the
latest push
from the
Trump
Administration. When did the US seek out pointed
bigotry and otherism on the official census?
1950. Magoo Ross and his Commerce Department
issued a racist manifesto:
“The reinstatement of a citizenship
question will not decrease the response
rate of residents who already decided
not to respond. And no one provided
evidence that there are residents who
would respond accurately to a decennial
census that did not contain a
citizenship question but would not
respond if it did (although many
believed that such residents had to
exist). While it is possible this belief
is true, there is no information
available to determine the number of
people who would in fact not respond due
to a citizenship question being added,
and no one has identified any mechanism
for making such a determination.”

Actually, that is exactly what it is going to
do, and what will occur. Facts and intelligence
no longer matter.
From Hansi Lo Wang at NPR:
“A lot of census watchers, former census
bureau directors, other census experts
have said that they are very, very
concerned that there already is a lot of
anti-immigrant sentiment, that already
folks are very concerned about giving
personal information to the federal
government, that now if there is a
citizenship question added as the
Commerce Department is announcing that …
a lot of immigrants, not only those who
are undocumented, but anyone who maybe
has ties to folks who are undocumented,
may not want to … participate in the
census and therefore they would not be
counted, and that has direct impacts on
how people are represented in this
country.
“All census numbers are used to
reapportion seats in Congress,
specifically the House of
Representatives, and also these numbers
have an impact on how billions of
dollars are distributed around the
country … from the federal level all the
way down to the local level of how
school districts figure out how to
divide up resources. So this could have
a really big impact if immigrants are
not participating in the census in
2020.”

And thank you Vanita Gupta, in the New York
Times (also reinforced in an interview with
MSNBC):
“Adding this question will result in a
bad census — deeply flawed population
data that will skew public and private
sector decisions to ensure equal

representation, allocate government
resources and anticipate economic growth
opportunities — for the next 10 years,”
Vanita Gupta, the chief executive of the
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human
Rights and a deputy attorney general in
the Obama administration, said in a
statement Monday night. “The stakes are
too high to allow this. We urge Congress
to overturn this error in judgment.”

Dianne Feinstein issued a, for once, spot on
press release:
“An accurate count of everyone living in
the United States is vital to our
democracy. Adding a question designed to
depress participation in certain
communities is an assault on the
foundations of this country.
“Given President Trump’s toxic rhetoric
and aggressive policies toward
immigrants, it’s clear his
administration wants to include this
question to discourage participation in
immigrant communities. Individuals
living in mixed-status households may be
afraid to participate, fearing their
responses would be used to target them
or their families.
“This is particularly troubling in
states like California with high
immigrant populations. Without an
accurate census, our state will lose
federal funding for infrastructure,
schools and social welfare programs we
are rightly owed. Even more troubling,
an undercount of our population could
lead to California losing seats in
Congress, disenfranchising millions of
California voters.
“The administration’s claim that this
question is needed to ‘permit more
effective enforcement’ of the Voting

Rights Act is simply not true. A
citizenship question has not been
included on the census since 1950, 15
years before the Voting Rights Act was
passed. Instead, that data is already
collected on the American Community
Survey, a longer set of questions sent
to more than 3.5 million American
households every year.
“The census should not be a political
football, used to depress responses from
immigrant communities and target states
like California. I’m committed to
ensuring an accurate census in 2020 and
will work with California’s leaders to
have this citizenship question removed
from the census.”

Yes. And it is a real issue. Not since George
Wallace tried to block the schools from the
minorities he hated, has there been such an
immoral and unmitigated assault, for craven
political purposes, as Trump and his merry band
of bigot henchmen are putting forth now. It is
the sickness that is killing America, not that
which will make us great.
Can’t wait for the “Constitutional scholars” of
the Federalist Society to weigh in with their
full throated support of yet more rank Trump
Administration bigotry and hatred. And some more
“Liberal Media” stories about racist hicks in
diners that support this revanchism. This is
Trump’s America. And, yes, Vlad Putin must be
chomping on popcorn and loving it.

