
THE TEXT ABOUT FLYNN
WASN’T THE
SUBSTANTIAL ROLE IN
THE RUSSIAN ATTACK —
IT JUST LINKED THE
GRAND BARGAIN TO IT
Having spoken to a number of journalists about
my post revealing I spoke with the FBI about
someone on Russia-related matters, I want to
clarify something about my deliberately oblique
post. The text I received just over 14 hours
after polls closed — reporting that Flynn had
been tasked to speak with “Team Al-Assad” within
48 hours — was not directly related to the
“significant role” this person played in the
Russian attack on the US, at least as far as I
have been able to understand.

On the contrary, this text is something I’ve
puzzled over ever since, because — as the
substance of the text came to be corroborated by
both Jared Kushner and Mike Flynn — I couldn’t
understand how he had learned of it so quickly.

The “significant role” I believe this person had
in the Russian attack on the US is at least

https://www.emptywheel.net/2018/07/10/the-text-about-flynn-wasnt-the-substantial-role-in-the-russian-attack-it-just-linked-the-grand-bargain-to-it/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2018/07/10/the-text-about-flynn-wasnt-the-substantial-role-in-the-russian-attack-it-just-linked-the-grand-bargain-to-it/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2018/07/10/the-text-about-flynn-wasnt-the-substantial-role-in-the-russian-attack-it-just-linked-the-grand-bargain-to-it/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2018/07/10/the-text-about-flynn-wasnt-the-substantial-role-in-the-russian-attack-it-just-linked-the-grand-bargain-to-it/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2018/07/10/the-text-about-flynn-wasnt-the-substantial-role-in-the-russian-attack-it-just-linked-the-grand-bargain-to-it/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2018/07/10/the-text-about-flynn-wasnt-the-substantial-role-in-the-russian-attack-it-just-linked-the-grand-bargain-to-it/
https://www.emptywheel.net/2018/07/03/putting-a-face-mine-to-the-risks-posed-by-gop-games-on-mueller-investigation/
/home/emptywhe/public_html/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/161109-Text.png
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/07/24/politics/jared-kushner-statement-russia-2016-election/index.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/michael-flynn-charged-making-false-statements-fbi-documents/story?id=50849354


facially entirely separate from the subject of
the text, though I do find it really telling
that someone I believed had been and was
subsequently involved in the attack on the US
was in the loop on the foreign policy payoff so
quickly.

All that said, it and some related comments
inform why I have argued, since May 2017, that
the “Russia” story is actually as much about
Jared’s “Peace” “Plan” as it is about payoff to
Russia in the form of sanctions relief.

As I explained, I included the text in the
oblique post because of reports that seem to
confirm we’re closing in on the deal that Trump
turned to implementing just hours after the
election.

Here’s another example, a follow-up from Adam
Entous on an earlier report on Donald Trump’s
New World Order. He describes how Mohammed bin
Zayed told an American shortly before the
election — that is, shortly before this text was
sent to me — that Vladimir Putin might be
willing to make a deal on Syria in exchange for
sanctions relief.

During a private meeting shortly before
the November, 2016, election, Mohammed
bin Zayed, the crown prince of Abu
Dhabi, floated to a longtime American
interlocutor what sounded, at the time,
like an unlikely grand bargain. The
Emirati leader told the American that
Vladimir Putin, the Russian President,
might be interested in resolving the
conflict in Syria in exchange for the
lifting of sanctions imposed in response
to Russia’s actions in Ukraine.

Current and former U.S. officials said
that bin Zayed, known as M.B.Z., was not
the only leader in the region who
favored rapprochement between the former
Cold War adversaries. While
America’s closest allies in Europe
viewed with a sense of dread Trump’s
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interest in partnering with Putin, three
countries that enjoyed unparallelled
influence with the incoming
Administration—Israel, Saudi Arabia, and
the U.A.E.—privately embraced the goal.
Officials from the three countries have
repeatedly encouraged their American
counterparts to consider ending the
Ukraine-related sanctions in return for
Putin’s help in removing Iranian forces
from Syria.

[snip]

It is unclear whether M.B.Z.’s
preëlection proposal came from Putin
himself or one of his confidants, or
whether the Emirati leader came up with
the idea. But the comment suggested that
M.B.Z. believed that turning Putin
against Iran would require sanctions
relief for Moscow, a concession that
required the support of the American
President.

Entous is asking similar questions as I am about
this effort: did my source learn of Flynn’s
tasking from the Russians or from someone else?
I honestly don’t know.

But Entous and I are seeing the same thing in
recent events. That over the next two weeks,
Trump looks poised to deliver on his end of the
grand bargain.

On June 8th, Trump called for Russia to
be readmitted to the Group of Seven
industrial nations. (Russia was expelled
four years ago, after it annexed
Ukraine’s Crimea region.) Then, during a
dinner at the G-7 summit in
Canada, Trump reportedly said that
Crimea was Russian because the people
who lived there spoke Russian. Several
weeks later, when asked whether reports
that he would drop Washington’s long-
standing opposition to the annexation of
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Crimea were true, Trump responded,
“We’re going to have to see.”

What I hoped to add to this story by revealing
that text is the evidence that the grand bargain
tied closely, in the person that I discussed
with the FBI, with the election attack.


