“I HAVE BEEN SENDING
EVERYTHING TO
VICTOR:” ON PAUL
MANAFORT’S
TREASURY-SANCTIONED
MEETING PLANNER,
VIKTOR BOYARKIN
Because the Mueller Report is a prosecutions and
declinations report, it’s pretty circumspect in
its suggestions that someone might be a spy.
Admittedly, it makes an exception for Konstantin
Kilimnik, about whom it provides five pieces of
evidence and a comment redacted for sources and
methods reasons — on top of repeating the FBI’s
assessment — that he’s spooked up.
Manafort told the Office that he did not
believe Kilimnik was working as a
Russian “spy.”859 The FBI, however,
assesses that Kilimnik has ties to
Russian intelligence.860 Several pieces
of the Office’s evidence-including
witness interviews and emails obtained
through court-authorized search
warrants-support that assessment:

Kilimnik was born on
April 27, 1970, in
Dnipropetrovsk Ob last,
then of the Soviet
Union, and attended the
Military Institute of
the Ministry of Defense
from
1987
until
1992.861 Sam Patten, a
business partner to
Kilimnik,862
stated

that Kilimnik told him
that
he
was
a
translator
in
the
Russian army for seven
years and that he later
worked in the Russian
armament
industry
selling
arms
and
military equipment. 863
U.S. government visa
records reveal that
Kilimnik obtained a
visa to travel to the
United States with a
Russian
diplomatic
passport in 1997. 864
Kilimnik worked for the
International
Republican Institute’ s
(IRI) Moscow office,
where
he
did
translation
general

work and
office

management from 1998 to
2005.865 While another
official recalled the
incident
differently,866
one
former associate of
Kilimnik’s at TRI told
the FBI that Kilimnik
was fired from his post
because his links to
Russian intelligence
were too strong. The
same individual stated
that it was well known

at IRI that Kilimnik
had
links
to
the
Russian government.867
Jonathan Hawker, a
British national who
was a public relations
consultant
at
FTI
Consulting, worked with
DMI
on
a
public
relations campaign for
Yanukovych.
After
Hawker’s work for DMI
ended,
Kilimnik
contacted Hawker about
working for a Russian
government entity on a
public-relations
project that would
promote, in Western and
Ukrainian
media,
Russia’s position on
its 2014 invasion of
Crimea. 868
Gates suspected that
Kilimnik was a “spy,” a
view that he shared
with Manafort, Hawker,
and Alexander van der
Zwaan,869 an attorney
who had worked with DMI
on a report for the
Ukrainian Ministry of
ForeignAffairs.870
[Investigative Technique Redaction]

For others, they simply note — as they do here
for Kilimnik — that a non-diplomat came to the

US on a diplomatic or military visa. That’s what
they do for Viktor Boyarkin, another close
Deripaska aide: they just casually mention that
he was in the US on a visa that doesn’t match
the rest of his biography.
Kilimnik also maintained a relationship
with Deripaska’s deputy, Viktor
Boyarkin,857 a Russian national who
previously served in the defense attache
office of the Russian Embassy to the
United States.858

For some reason, Mueller doesn’t invoke another
description of Boyarkin in his report: That
Trump’s own Treasury Department sanctioned him
in December.

OLEG
DERIPASKA
RELATED DESIGNATION
Victor Alekseyevich Boyarkin
(Boyarkin) is a former GRU officer who
reports directly to Deripaska and has
led business negotiations on Deripaska’s
behalf.

Deripaska and Boyarkin were

involved in providing Russian financial
support to a Montenegrin political party
ahead of Montenegro’s 2016 elections.
Boyarkin was designated pursuant to
Executive Orders (E.O.) 13661 and 13662
for having acted or purported to act for
or on behalf of, directly or indirectly,
Oleg Deripaska, who was previously
designated pursuant to E.O. 13661 for
having acted or purported to act for or
on behalf of a senior Russian government
official, as well as pursuant to E.O.
13662 for operating in the energy sector
of the Russian Federation economy, as
well as with entities 50 percent or more
owned by designated persons.

And while that sanction description is itself
fairly coy, Boyarkin’s company in that batch of

sanctions is telling: It includes several
entities related to the Internet Research
Agency’s trolling project, nine of the GRU
officers indicted in the DNC hack, some of the
related GRU officers who hacked the World AntiDoping Federation, and the two GRU officers who
tried to kill Sergei Skripal.
I guess noting that Kilimnik has ties to a guy
who got sanctioned with all the other key
players in the election year interference would
be too obvious?
In an interview with Time last fall, Boyarkin
boasted that Manafort spent his time running
Trump’s campaign “offering ways to pay [the
money he owed Oleg Deripaska] back.
Boyarkin told TIME this fall that he was
in touch with Trump’s then-campaign
chairman, Paul Manafort, in the heat of
the presidential race on behalf of the
Russian oligarch. “He owed us a lot of
money,” Boyarkin says. “And he was
offering ways to pay it back.”

That same Time article suggests that Manafort
may have been involved, through Deripaska, in
Montenegro’s 2016 election that resulted in a
coup attempt, which is what Boyarkin got
sanctioned for.
Boyarkin, you see, is the guy through whom
Kilimnik was sending the stuff ultimately
designated for Deripaska. The Mueller Report
notes that explicitly with regards to the
reporting Manafort did on his role in the
campaign to his paymasters.
Immediately upon joining the Campaign,
Manafort directed Gates to prepare for
his review separate memoranda addressed
to Deripaska, Akhmetov, Serhiy
Lyovochkin, and Boris Kolesnikov,879 the
last three being Ukrainian oligarchs who
were senior Opposition Bloc officials.
880 The memoranda described Manafort’ s
appointment to the Trump Campaign and

indicated his willingness to consult on
Ukrainian politics in the future. On
March 30, 2016, Gates emailed the
memoranda and a press release announcing
Manafort’ s appointment to Kilimnik for
translation and dissemination.881
Manafort later followed up with Kilimnik
to ensure his messages had been
delivered, emailing on April 11, 2016 to
ask whether Kilimnik had shown “our
friends” the media coverage of his new
role. 882 Kilimnik replied, “Absolutely.
Every article.” Manafort further asked:
“How do we use to get whole. Has Ovd
[Oleg Vladimirovich Deripaska] operation
seen?” Kilimnik wrote back the same day,
“Yes, I have been sending everything to
Victor [Boyarkin, Deripaska’s deputy],
who has been forwarding the coverage
directly to OVD.”883

Manafort’s July offer for briefings for
Deripaska also went through Boyarkin.
For example, in response to a July 7, 20
I 6, email from a Ukrainian reporter
about Manafort’ s failed Deripaskabacked investment, Manafort asked
Kilimnik whether there had been any
movement on “this issue with our
friend.”897 Gates stated that “our
friend” likely referred to Deripaska,898
and Manafort told the Office that the
“issue” (and “our biggest interest,” as
stated below) was a solution to the
Deripaska-Pericles issue.899 Kilimnik
replied:
I am carefully optimistic on the
question of our biggest interest.
Our friend [Boyarkin] said there is
lately significantly more attention
to the campaign in his boss’
[Deripaska’s] mind, and he will be
most likely looking for ways to
reach out to you pretty soon,
understanding all the time

sensitivity. I am more than sure
that it will be resolved and we
will get back to the original
relationship with V. ‘s boss
[Deripaska].900
Eight minutes later, Manafort replied
that Kilimnik should tell Boyarkin’s
“boss,” a reference to Deripaska, “that
if he needs private briefings we can
accommodate.”901

Presumably, if Kilimnik sent everything
designated for Deripaska to Boyarkin, that would
include polling data and the campaign’s plans on
how to win Michigan (indeed, there’s a redaction
in the breach hearing that likely refers to
Boyarkin) shared in that meeting on August 2,
2016 where Manafort and Kilimnik also discussed
how to carve up Ukraine and how to get his debts
forgiven by Deripaska.
That’s what makes a second meeting in Madrid
(there’s a February one that Kilimnik also
attended, which was included among the lies
reviewed in Manafort’s breach determination) so
interesting. In January, Manafort met with yet
another Deripaska guy who once had an
inexplicable diplomatic visa for the US, Georgiy
Oganov.
Manafort’s activities in early 2017
included meetings relating to Ukraine
and Russia. The first meeting, which
took place in Madrid, Spain in January
2017, was with Georgiy Oganov. Oganov,
who had previously worked at the Russian
Embassy in the United States, was a
senior executive at a Deripaska company
and was believed to report directly to
Deripaska.940 Manafort initially denied
attending the meeting. When he later
acknowledged it, he claimed that the
meeting had been arranged by his lawyers
and concerned only the Pericles
lawsuit.941 Other evidence, however,
provides reason to doubt Manafort’s

statement that the sole topic of the
meeting was the Pericles lawsuit. In
particular, text messages to Manafort
from a number associated with Kilimnik
suggest that Kilimnik and Boyarkin-not
Manafort’s counsel-had arranged the
meeting between Manafort and Oganov.942
Kilimnik’s message states that the
meeting was supposed to be “not about
money or Pericles” but instead “about
recreating [the] old friendship”ostensibly between Manafort and
Deripaska-“and talking about global
politics.”943 Manafort also replied by
text that he “need[s] this finished
before Jan. 20,”944 which appears to be
a reference to resolving Pericles before
the inauguration.

While this wasn’t detailed in discernible way in
Manafort’s breach determination, according to
the report, he nevertheless lied about this
meeting, too, in particular that it was not
primarily about debt relief, but was instead
about setting up his old relationship with
Deripaska, which Rick Gates explained,
“Deripaska used Manafort to install friendly
political officials in countries where Deripaska
had business interests.”
Boyarkin — the guy whom Treasury sanctioned
along with a bunch of other key players in the
election year operation — set up that meeting to
“recreate the old friendship.”
As I disclosed last July, I provided
information to the FBI on issues related to the
Mueller investigation, so I’m going to include
disclosure statements on Mueller investigation
posts from here on out. I will include the
disclosure whether or not the stuff I shared
with the FBI pertains to the subject of the
post.

