MIKE FLYNN ASSUMED
THE FBI AGENTS
INTERVIEWING HIM
WOULD BE TRUMP
SUPPORTERS

Several times in the interview recounting the
early aspects of the Russia investigation, Peter
Strzok made it clear that Flynn felt comfortable
with FBI Agents. Strzok said Flynn was
“unguarded” and “relaxed and jocular.” He
“clearly saw the FBI agents as allies.” That's
consistent with a guy who — according to his own
sentence memo — “had for many years been
accustomed to working in cooperation with the
FBI on matters of national security.”

But there’s a part of the newly unsealed 302
that makes clear an assumption Flynn clearly
had. In describing what he should be pretty
ashamed being caught in — clandestine meetings
with foreign leaders — he explains why he and
Jared Kushner had a meeting at which Kushner
asked for a back channel to the Russians.

Flynn explained that other meetings
between the TRUMP team and various
foreign leaders took place prior to the
inauguration, and were sensitive
inasmuch as many countries did not want
the then-current administration to know
about them. There were no personal
relationship between the leaders of many
countries and the prior administration.
FLYNN stated that he and personnel from
the incoming administration met with
many countries “to set expectations for
them, and the expectations were set very
high.”

This is a campaign speech, not an interview with
the FBI. In it, he implicitly badmouths the guy
whom he had worked for for six years (though
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who, of course, fired Flynn).

More tellingly though, he assumed he could give
this campaign speech to FBI Agents who were
interviewing him about being caught undercutting
the prior Administration’s efforts to hold an
adversarial government accountable. He appears
to have assumed they’d be cool with that.

In short, Flynn assumed he was being interviewed
by partisan Republicans.

That's telling, not just because the current
Attorney General is certain that any bias in
2016 went against Trump (when there’s abundant
evidence that FBI agents, including those
investigating Hillary, were none too fond of
her). It’s ironic because it means Mike Flynn
regarded Peter Strzok — accused endlessly of
anti-Trump bias — of someone who'd sympathize
with his snide comments about the Obama
Administration.

Update: Finally fixed the prior/incoming problem
in my transcription. Thanks for your patience!

As I disclosed last July, I provided
information to the FBI on issues related to the
Mueller investigation, so I’m going to include
disclosure statements on Mueller investigation
posts from here on out. I will include the
disclosure whether or not the stuff I shared
with the FBI pertains to the subject of the
post.
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