WHILE REPUBLICANS
CONTINUE TO CLAIM
COLLUSION DIDN’T
HAPPEN, GEORGE
PAPADOPOULOS
LABELED ROGER
STONE’S ACTIONS AS
TREASON
As part of its claim that the FBI withheld
exculpatory information in Carter Page’s FISA
application, the DOJ IG Report described George
Papadopoulos’ interactions with Stefan Halper in
mid-September 2016. When Halper twice asked
Papadopoulos, “whether help ‘from a third party
like Wikileaks for example or some other third
party like the Russians, could be incredibly
helpful’ in securing a campaign victory,”
Papadopoulos categorically denied the campaign
would reach out to WikiLeaks.
Well as a campaign, of course, we don’t
advocate for this type of activity
because at the end of the day it’s, ah,
illegal. First and foremost it
compromises the US national security and
third it sets a very bad precedence
[sic] …. So the campaign does not
advocate for this, does not support what
is happening. The indirect consequences
are out of our hands…. [F]or example,
our campaign is not. .. engag[ing] or
reaching out to wiki leaks or to the
whoever it is to tell them please work
with us, collaborate because we don’t,
no one does that…. Unless there’s
something going on that I don’t know
which I don’t because I don’t think
anybody would risk their, their life,
ah, potentially going to prison over

doing something like that. Um … because
at the end of the day, you know, it’s an
illegal, it’s an illegal activity.
Espionage is, ah, treason. This is a
form of treason …. I mean that’s why,
you know, it became a very big issue
when Mr. Trump said, “Russia if you’re
listening …. ” Do you remember? … And
you know we had to retract it because,
of course, he didn’t mean for them to
actively engage in espionage but the
media then took and ran with it.

When asked a second time, Papadopoulos called
that “collusion.”
No one’s looking to … obviously get into
trouble like that and, you know, as far
as I understand that’s, no one’s
collaborating, there’s been no collusion
and it’s going to remain that way. [my
emphasis]

When Papadopoulos has described this previously,
he claimed he also denied having anything to do
with Russia. If he did, it would be a lie. The
very dates he was in London meeting with Halper,
Papadopoulos had intended to conduct a secret
meeting with Russia, something he failed to
fully explain to Mueller. Even two weeks later,
Papadopoulos was sharing an anti-sanction column
in the Russian site Interfax with Joseph Mifsud.
It’s unclear whether Papadopoulos really
believed that the campaign was not and would not
coordinate with WikiLeaks. The most likely
person he would have told that Russia planned to
drop emails on Hillary back in April 2016 would
be Stephen Miller, whom he emailed the day after
learning of the emails and said, “Have some
interesting messages coming in from Moscow about
a trip when the time is right.” According to
Rick Gates’ testimony at Roger Stone’s trial,
Miller was one of several people with whom he
brainstormed months later on how to optimize the
WikiLeaks releases.

Q. Without saying what they said, who
was involved in those brainstorming
sessions about what to do if information
was leaked?
A. Sure. It was Mr. Manafort; myself;
Mr. Jason Miller, who was our director
of communications; and Mr. Stephen
Miller, who was our director of policy
at the time.

According to the DOJ IG Report, the
investigation team believed Papadopoulos had
rehearsed his answer to Halper (and indeed, the
Mueller Report makes clear that in the wake of
Trump’s “Russia, are you listening” comment,
everyone but Manafort stopped pursuing previous
plans to reach out to Russia).
Case Agent 1 told the OIG that
Papadopoulos’s “response to the direct
questions seemed weird” to the Crossfire
Hurricane team because it “seemed
rehearsed and almost rote.” Case Agent 1
added that at these points in the
conversation, Papadopoulos “went from a
free-flowing conversation with [Source
2] to almost a canned response. You
could tell in the demeanor of how
[Papadopoulos] changed his tone, and to
[the Crossfire Hurricane team] it seemed
almost rehearsed.”

Whether or not he lied about knowing about
“collusion,” which he defined to include
reaching out to WikiLeaks, Papadopoulos defined
doing so as treason. He’s wrong, but that is,
apparently, what he said.
And less than a month ago, the government laid
out evidence that Roger Stone had attempted to
reach out to WikiLeaks via cut-outs, including
Jerome Corsi. At the trial, the government did
not disclose how Corsi and Stone had learned of
the John Podesta emails in advance, but Stone
invented yet a new cover story for the trial to

continue to deny that he had done so, this time
that Corsi had been lying about obtaining such
information, just like Credico.
Absent a pardon, Stone is headed to prison
because he refused to reveal what really
happened in July and August 2016.
And whatever it is that Stone is hiding, what’s
clear is he definitely tried to reach out to
WikiLeaks, something that Papadopoulos claimed
to consider treason.
Stone did so with the enthusiastic encouragement
of Donald Trump.
During the impeachment “debate,” Republicans on
the House Judiciary Committee just repeated over
and over that the Mueller Report showed no
“collusion.” But the facts show that, at least
according to Papadopoulos’ definition, it did.
As I disclosed last year, I provided
information to the FBI on issues related to the
Mueller investigation, so I’m going to include
disclosure statements on Mueller investigation
posts from here on out. I will include the
disclosure whether or not the stuff I shared
with the FBI pertains to the subject of the
post.

