THREE THINGS: ODD,
ODDER, ODDITIES

[NB: Check the byline, thanks! / ~Rayne]

Just a few oddities as the White House presents
its counter arguments to impeachment. This is an
open thread.

au

Ken Starr asking how our nation entered an “age
of impeachment” is just bizarre — as if some pod
had taken over his brain and wiped out his role
in Clinton’s impeachment for lying about a
blowjob. Makes me want to yell, We’re here in no

small part of you, you moron!

But this is just another entry in a string of
oddities future Americans will look back upon,
scratching their heads as they try to make sense
of the stupidity.
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Doesn’t it strike you as odd that the man who
became a household name over 13 seasons on NBC's
The Apprentice by saying, “You're fired!”
couldn’t manage to say that to public servant
Marie Yovanovitch who served at his pleasure?

Doesn’t it seem odd that the
candidate who used the same phrase
about then-President Obama and
then-candidate Hillary Clinton on
the campaign trail wouldn’'t use
that phrase about a public
employee with whom he wasn’t
happy?

Doesn’t it strike you as odd that this same man
said instead, “Take her out!” to people who
weren’t employed by the government, for whom
that public servant didn’t work?

Doesn’t it strike you as odd that this same man
used the phrase, “Take her out!” about removing
a public servant, but paraphrased his remarks
about the assassination of Iran’s General Qassem
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Soleimani that he’d ordered? “I will say this,
we caught a total monster. We took him out. That
should have happened a long time ago,” Trump
said.

Doesn’t it strike you as odd GOP senators are
more upset about Schiff’s repeating a threat
ostensibly made by the White House to them,
rather than Trump’s repeated use of mobster
language?
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Doesn’t it strike you as odd that least 20 GOP
senators left the chamber for protracted periods
of time during the House’s opening arguments
last week, in defiance of the Senate’s own
rules?

Doesn’t it strike you as odd that the press took
note that 40% of the GOP wasn’t present, but
never made a point to document and report the
names of all the GOP senators who left the
chamber?

There clearly was a bias at work because outlets
like POLITICO made sure to name the Democrats
who weren’t in their seats for the duration, but
failed to name the GOP senators who left the
chamber:

Even before that scheduled recess break,
a half dozen Republicans had decided to
stand in the back — like Sens. Tim Scott
of South Carolina and Ben Sasse of
Nebraska — rather than remain in their
seats.

A half-dozen Democrats, too, were in and
out of the chamber. That includes Sen.
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), who left the
room three times — including once for
more than 10 minutes. But nearly all
Democrats remained in the chamber to
listen to Schiff, even as some, like
Sens. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.), Cory
Booker (D-N.J.), and Joe Manchin (D-
W.V.), stood near the back of the room
to lean against a railing or wall.

The longer Schiff spoke, the more
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flagrant the rule violations on the
floor. There were several whispered
conversations, with several senators
going in and out of the chamber every
minute or so. The Senate eventually
recessed around 3:30 p.m. — Sarah Ferris

Also wonder why journalists have never asked GOP
members of Congress if they were ever asked to
sign a Nondisclosure Agreement with the Trump
White House or with Trump organization, or with
the Republican Party. We know NDAs signed by
public employees aren’t enforceable, but were
there any other NDAs controlling the speech and
other actions of the GOP caucus? Did any NDAs
dictate their leaving during impeachment
hearings to prevent their hearing anything
against Trump?
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Doesn’t it strike you as odd that the Class II
GOP senators who are up for re-election this
coming November don’t seem to be concerned at
all about their vote for/against witnesses for
the impeachment trial?

These are the GOP senators up for re-election:

Capito, Shelley Moore (R-WV)
Cassidy, Bill (R-LA)
Collins, Susan M. (R-ME)
Cornyn, John (R-TX)
Cotton, Tom (R-AR)
Daines, Steve (R-MT)
Enzi, Michael B. (R-WY)
Ernst, Joni (R-IA)
Gardner, Cory (R-CO)
Graham, Lindsey (R-SC)
Hyde-Smith, Cindy (R-MS)
Inhofe, James M. (R-0K)
McConnell, Mitch (R-KY)
Perdue, David (R-GA)
Risch, James E. (R-ID)
Rounds, Mike (R-SD)
Sasse, Ben (R-NE)
Sullivan, Dan (R-AK)
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Tillis, Thom (R-NC)

Alexander, Lamar (R-TN) — retiring, seat is
open.

Roberts, Pat (R-KS) — retiring, seat is
open.

Doesn’t it seem odd that the last two, Alexander
and Roberts, haven’t come out for witnesses
since they are not beholden to the GOP or the
White House having announced their retirement?

McSally, Martha (R-AZ) — is up for election;
she’s an appointee who replaced a previous
short-term appointee, Jon Kyl. Arizona is and
has been rated a toss-up; you’d think she’d vote
for witnesses since public support is running
72% to have witnesses called to testify.

~0 ~

This is an open thread. Bring all your oddities
here for discussion.
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